
 
 
 

Office of the Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:     Nedra Darling 
July 25, 2014 202-219-4152 
 

Interior Extends Comment Period on Proposed 
Federal Acknowledgment Reform 

Proposed rule would address arbitrary, inefficient process 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn today announced 
an extension of the public comment period and additional tribal consultations and public 
meetings on proposed regulations to reform the process by which Interior formally and officially 
recognizes Indian tribes.   
 
Due to significant public comments and interest, the comment period deadline has been extended 
by 60 days.  Two additional tribal consultations will be held via teleconference on August 18th 
and 20th for tribal leaders, their representatives and staff. Two additional public meetings will be 
held via teleconference on September 3rd and 5th. Written comments may now be submitted 
through September 30, 2014. 
  
"With this extended comment period, the Department is providing more opportunities for 
comment and suggestions from tribes and the public than any other rule issued by Indian Affairs 
during this Administration,” said Assistant Secretary Washburn. “Input from tribes, including the 
17 that have been recognized under the regulations, states, local governments, the public and 
non-federally recognized tribes will result in a better final rule.” 
 
The existing regulations governing federal recognition of Indian tribes were originally adopted in 
1978 and updated only once 20 years ago.  Prior to 1978, the Department of the Interior 
addressed requests for acknowledgment on a case-by-case basis.  While the regulations 
established a structured procedure for evaluating federal acknowledgment (“the Part 83 
process”), this system has been widely criticized as being too time-consuming, sometimes 
arbitrary and generally “broken.”  
  

-Continued- 
 



Page 2 – Federal Acknowledgment 
 
This proposed rule to reform the 35-year old process, released for public comment on May 22, 
2014 would make the procedure more transparent, efficient, timely, and flexible, while 
maintaining the integrity of the process. Some key features of the proposed rule are that it would 
promote transparency by updating the Part 83 criteria to include objective standards, promote 
efficiency by requiring a petitioner to show community and political influence/authority from 
1934 to the present rather than from as early as 1789, and eliminate the need for a petitioner to 
demonstrate that third parties identified the petitioner as a tribe from 1900 to the present.  The 
proposed rule would also make changes to the petitioning process that facilitate the timely 
issuance of proposed findings and final determinations and allows for an administrative judge to 
conduct a comprehensive hearing and review of a negative proposed finding. 
  
In recognition of the high level of interest in the acknowledgement process, the Department has 
used a transparent approach and significant outreach effort. The Office of the Assistant Secretary 
- Indian Affairs has been conducting tribal consultations and public meetings on the proposed 
rule in the South, Pacific, Northwest, Midwest, California and the Rocky Mountain Regions. A 
public meeting will be held on July 29th from 8:30 am to noon EDT and the tribal consultation 
will be held on July 29th from 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm EDT at the Mashpee Wampanoag Facility, 
Mashpee, MA.   
 
Newly announced additional tribal consultations will be held by conference call on August 18th 

and 20th from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm EDT at the following number:  1-888-323-4307.  Use 
participant passcode 4823348.  Tribal consultations are open only to representatives of federally 
recognized Indian tribes.   
 
And, the new additional public meetings will be held by conference call on September 3rd and 
5th from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm EDT at the following number: 1-888-323-4307.  Also use 
participant passcode 4823348.  Public meetings are open to everyone.  Transcripts of all tribal 
consultations and public meetings will be posted on the Indian Affairs website.  
  
The Office of Indian Affairs has established a website, where the public can access the proposed 
rule, a frequently asked questions (FAQs) document, and other information at:  
http://www.bia.gov/WhoWeAre/AS-IA/ORM/83revise/index.htm 
 

#### 

http://www.bia.gov/WhoWeAre/AS-IA/ORM/83revise/index.htm
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responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

For the reasons discussed, I certify 
this proposed regulation: 

1. Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ under Executive Order 12866; 

2. Is not a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the 
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures 
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979); 

3. Will not affect intrastate aviation in 
Alaska to the extent that it justifies 
making a regulatory distinction; and 

4. Will not have a significant 
economic impact, positive or negative, 
on a substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. 

We prepared an economic evaluation 
of the estimated costs to comply with 
this proposed AD and placed it in the 
AD docket. 

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety. 

The Proposed Amendment 

Accordingly, under the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the FAA proposes to amend 14 CFR part 
39 as follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 
■ 2. Amend § 39.13 by adding the 
following new airworthiness directive 
(AD): 
Bell Helicopter Textron Canada: Docket No. 

FAA–2014–0499; Directorate Identifier 
2013–SW–061–AD. 

(a) Applicability 

This AD applies to Bell Helicopter Textron 
Canada (BHTC) Model 430 Helicopters, serial 
number 49001 through 49121, with control 
tube assembly (control tube), part number 
(P/N) 430–001–007–101, installed, 
certificated in any category. 

(b) Unsafe Condition 

This AD defines the unsafe condition as 
fatigue failure of a tail rotor control tube 
bonded clevis. This condition could result in 
failure of the tail rotor control tube and 
subsequent loss of helicopter control. 

(c) Comments Due Date 

We must receive comments by September 
29, 2014. 

(d) Compliance 

You are responsible for performing each 
action required by this AD within the 
specified compliance time unless it has 
already been accomplished prior to that time. 

(e) Required Actions 
(1) Within 50 hours time-in-service (TIS), 

visually inspect each control tube for any 
damage, for any damage to the clevis, and to 
determine whether the clevis is correctly 
bonded to the control tube. 

(i) If a control tube and clevis have no 
damage or damage within acceptable limits 
and the clevis is correctly bonded to the 
control tube, repair the control tube by 
applying tape in accordance the 
Accomplishment Instructions, Paragraph 5, 
of Bell Helicopter Alert Service Bulletin 430– 
13–51, dated September 3, 2013. 

(ii) If the control tube or clevis is damaged 
beyond acceptable limits or if the clevis is 
not correctly bonded to the control tube, 
replace control tube, P/N 430–001–007–101, 
with control tube, P/N 430–001–007–105. 

(2) Within 250 hours TIS, replace each 
control tube, P/N 430–001–007–101, with 
control tube, P/N 430–001–007–105. 

(f) Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(1) The Manager, Safety Management 
Group, FAA, may approve AMOCs for this 
AD. Send your proposal to: Matt Fuller, 
Senior Aviation Safety Engineer, Safety 
Management Group, Rotorcraft Directorate, 
FAA, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Fort Worth, 
Texas 76137; telephone (817) 222–5110; 
email matthew.fuller@faa.gov. 

(2) For operations conducted under a 14 
CFR part 119 operating certificate or under 
14 CFR part 91, subpart K, we suggest that 
you notify your principal inspector, or 
lacking a principal inspector, the manager of 
the local flight standards district office or 
certificate holding district office before 
operating any aircraft complying with this 
AD through an AMOC. 

(g) Additional Information 
(1) Bell Helicopter Technical Bulletin 430– 

04–35, Revision B, dated March 20, 2009, 
which is not incorporated by reference, 
contains additional information about the 
subject of this AD. For service information, 
contact Bell Helicopter Textron Canada 
Limited, 12,800 Rue de l’Avenir, Mirabel, 
Quebec J7J1R4; telephone (450) 437–2862 or 
(800) 363–8023; fax (450) 433–0272; or at 
http://www.bellcustomer.com/files/. You may 
review the referenced service information at 
the FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel, 
Southwest Region, 2601 Meacham Blvd., 
Room 663, Fort Worth, Texas 76137. 

(2) The subject of this AD is addressed in 
the Transport Canada Civil Aviation (TCCA) 
AD No. CF–2013–30, dated October 7, 2013. 
You may view the TCCA AD on the Internet 
at http://www.regulations.gov in Docket No. 
FAA–2014–0499. 

(h) Subject 

Joint Aircraft Service Component (JASC) 
Code: 6720, Tail Rotor Control System. 

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on July 18, 
2014. 
S. Frances Cox, 
Acting Directorate Manager, Rotorcraft 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service. 
[FR Doc. 2014–17925 Filed 7–29–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

[K00103 12/13 A3A10; 134D0102DR– 
DS5A300000–DR.5A311.IA000113] 

25 CFR Part 83 

RIN 1076–AF18 

Federal Acknowledgment of American 
Indian Tribes 

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Proposed rule; extension of 
comment period. 

SUMMARY: On May 22, 2014, the 
Department of the Interior announced 
the availability of a proposed rule to 
revise regulations governing the process 
and criteria by which the Secretary 
acknowledges an Indian tribe. We have 
since received several requests for 
extension of the comment period and 
additional public hearings. This notice 
extends the comment deadline by 60 
days and announces the addition of two 
more public hearings and two more 
tribal consultation sessions on the 
proposed rule. 
DATES: Comments on this rule must be 
received by September 30, 2014. See the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of 
this notice for information on the public 
hearings and tribal consultations. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by any of the following methods: 

• Federal rulemaking portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. The rule is listed 
under the agency name ‘‘Bureau of 
Indian Affairs.’’ The rule has been 
assigned Docket ID: BIA–2013–0007. 

• Email: consultation@bia.gov. 
Include the number 1076–AF18 in the 
subject line. 

• Mail or hand delivery: Elizabeth 
Appel, Office of Regulatory Affairs & 
Collaborative Action, U.S. Department 
of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW., MS 
3642, Washington, DC 20240. Include 
the number 1076–AF18 on the 
envelope. 

Please note that we will not consider 
or include in the docket for this 
rulemaking comments received after the 
close of the comment period (see DATES) 
or comments sent to an address other 
than those listed above. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Elizabeth Appel, Director, Office of 
Regulatory Affairs & Collaborative 
Action, (202) 273–4680; 
elizabeth.appel@bia.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May 
22, 2014, we announced the availability 
of a proposed rule to revise regulations 
governing the process and criteria by 
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which the Secretary acknowledges an 
Indian tribe. The proposed rule was 
published in the Federal Register on 
May 29, 2014. See 79 FR 30766. Since 
announcement of the proposed rule, we 
have since received several requests for 
extension of the comment period and 
additional public hearings. This notice 
extends the comment deadline by 60 
days and announces two additional 
public meetings and two additional 
tribal consultation sessions on this 
proposed rule. 

The newly announced public 
meetings and tribal consultation 
sessions will be held by teleconference 
on the following schedule: 

Meeting Type 

Tribal Consultation 

Monday, August 18, 2014 

1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
The call-in number is (888) 323–4307 

and the passcode is 4823348. 

Tribal Consultation 

Wednesday, August 20, 2014 

1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
The call-in number is (888) 323–4307 

and the passcode is 4823348. 

Public Meeting 

Wednesday, September 3, 2014 

1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
The call-in number is (888) 323–4307 

and the passcode is 4823348. 

Public Meeting 

Friday, September 5, 2014 

1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
The call-in number is (888) 323–4307 

and the passcode is 4823348. 

These teleconferences are in addition 
to the previously announced six in- 
person public hearings and six tribal 
consultation sessions on the proposed 
rule. 

The proposed rule, frequently asked 
questions, and other information are 
available online at: http://www.bia.gov/ 
WhoWeAre/AS–IA/ORM/83revise/
index.htm. 

Dated: July 24, 2014. 

Kevin K. Washburn 
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs. 
[FR Doc. 2014–17956 Filed 7–29–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4310–W7–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Office of the Secretary 

[K00103 12/13 A3A10; 134D0102DR– 
DS5A300000–DR.5A311.IA000113] 

43 CFR Part 4 

RIN 1094–AA54 

Hearing and Re-Petition Authorization 
Processes Concerning 
Acknowledgment of American Indian 
Tribes 

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, Interior. 
ACTION: Proposed rule; extension of 
comment period. 

SUMMARY: On June 19, 2014, we 
announced a proposed rule pertaining 
to hearings on negative proposed 
findings for Federal acknowledgment of 
Indian tribes. Our proposed rule is 
related to a Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) proposed rule. 79 FR 30766 (May 
29, 2014). Requests for extension of the 
comment period were submitted for 
both proposed rules. Because BIA is 
extending the comment period for its 
proposed rule, we are extending the 
comment deadline for our proposed rule 
as well. 
DATES: Comments on this rulemaking 
must be received by September 30, 
2014. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by any of the following methods: 

• Federal rulemaking portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. 

• Email: karl_johnson@oha.doi.gov. 
Include the number 1094–AA54 in the 
subject line. 

• Mail or hand delivery: Mr. Karl 
Johnson, Office of Hearings and 
Appeals, Departmental Cases Hearing 
Division, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 351 S. West Temple, Suite 
6.300, Salt Lake City, UT 84101. Include 
the number 1094–AA54 on the 
envelope. 

Please note that we will not consider 
or include in the docket for this 
rulemaking any comments received after 
the close of the comment period (see 
DATES) or any comments sent to an 
address other than those listed above. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Karl 
Johnson, Senior Attorney, Office of 
Hearing and Appeals, Departmental 
Case Hearings Division, (801) 524–5344; 
karl_johnson@oha.doi.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June 
19, 2014, we announced in the Federal 
Register a proposed rule to establish 
procedures for a new category of hearing 
for petitioners who receive a negative 
proposed finding for Federal 
acknowledgment and request a hearing. 

See 79 FR 35129. The rule would also 
establish procedures for a new re- 
petition authorization process for 
petitioners whose petitions have been 
denied. This proposed rule is related to 
a BIA proposed rule that would revise 
processing of petitions for Federal 
acknowledgment of Indian tribes 
published on May 29, 2014 (79 FR 
30766). 

We and BIA both received requests for 
to extend the comment period on our 
proposed rules. In response to these 
requests, BIA is extending its comment 
period and we are also extending our 
comment deadline to match the new 
comment deadline for the BIA rule. 

Dated: July 24, 2014. 
Rhea Suh, 
Assistant Secretary—Policy, Management 
and Budget. 
[FR Doc. 2014–17954 Filed 7–29–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4310–W7–P 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

47 CFR Part 79 

[ET Docket No. 13–49 Report No. 3004] 

Petitions for Reconsideration of Action 
in Rulemaking Proceeding 

AGENCY: Federal Communications 
Commission. 
ACTION: Petition for reconsideration. 

SUMMARY: Petitions for Reconsideration 
(Petitions) have been filed in the 
Commission’s Rulemaking proceeding 
by Chuck Powers, on behalf of Motorola 
Solutions, Inc., John Cimko, on behalf of 
Mimosa Network. Inc., Chuck Hogg, on 
behalf of Wireless Internet Service 
Providers Association, Daniel 
Zimmerman, on behalf of JAB Wireless, 
Inc., Jennifer A. Manner, on behalf of 
ECHOSTAR Technologies, L.L.C., David 
Kaufman, on behalf of Cambium 
Networks Ltd, and Frederick M. Joyce, 
on behalf of Global Automakers, Inc. 
DATES: Oppositions to the Petitions 
must be filed by August 14, 2014. 
Replies to an opposition must be filed 
by August 25, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Federal Communications 
Commission, 445 12th Street SW., 
Washington, DC 20554. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
additional information on this 
proceeding, contact Aole Wilkins, Office 
of Engineering and Technology, (202) 
418–2406, or by email Aole.Wilkins@
fcc.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a 
summary of Commission’s document, 
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