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AS-lA Office of Public Affairs <as-ia_opa@bia.gov> Fri, Mar 14, 2014 at 1:54 PM
Bcc: as-ia_opa@bia.gov

Dear Colleagues —

| hope you are doing well on this wonderful Friday. | am pleased to share with you a beautiful video of two SIPI
students, Matthew Gachupin and Byron Yepa, both students from the Pueblo of Jemez drumming and singing
their gift of song to SIPI, the Hand Drum SIPI Accreditation Honor Song. The song was performed to the SIPI
community at a gathering earlier in the day. They composed this honor song to announce in a traditional way the
wonderful news about the accreditation SIPI received from the Higher Learning Commission this week.

SIPI President, Dr. Sherry Allison, and the school have been waiting for the final decision of SIPI's accreditation
for months. President Allison asked Gachupin and Yepa to compose a song announcing the good news to the
SIPI community. So the word was sent out for students, faculty, staff, board of regents members to gather
Wednesday afternoon to hear the long-awaited announcement.

After the gathering traditionally opened, Dr. Allison thanked everyone for coming and asked each and every one
present to listen closely for a very important message about their college. The two students started drumming
and singing. As the words of the song flowed through the auditorium, the SIPI community responded to the good
news with cheers, applause, tears of joy, great pride and respect. That meeting was not filmed, but click on the
link below and listen closely to enjoy the celebration of song for the wonderful news of SIPI through the traditions,
courage, talents, strength, beauty and hearts of their students.

http://youtu.be/5zYbtMIAVBY

We are proud of the SIPI family coming together to continue their educational leadership for our American Indian
and Alaska Native students.

Have a great weekend and remember to think of SIPI and other students no matter where they are and join them
in song and lend your support to their many activities.

Migwetch! (Thank You!)

Nedra
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P.S. In case you missed Assistant Secretary Washburn’s announcement earlier this week:

http://www.indianaffairs.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/text/idc1-025819. pdf

Nedra Darling

Spokeswoman

Office of the Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior

202-219-4152

https://mail.g oogle.com/mail/b/177/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e1ea55191b&view=pt&search=sent&th=144c1bbf51f4c1388&siml=144c1bbf51f4c 138

22



