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INFORMATION SERVICE

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

For Release To PMt s , DECEMBER 5, 1959

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS BETVJEEN INDIAN TRIBES AND
ATTORNEYS TO BE TRANSFERRED TO OFFICE OF SOLICITOR

Secretary of the Interior Fred A~ Seaton announced today approval of a recom-

mendation made by Commissioner of Indian Affairs Glenn L. Emmons for transfer of

the Departmentts function of approving contracts between attorneys and Indian

tribes. Commissioner Emmons recommended that the function be shifted from the

Bureau of Indian Affairs to the Office of the Solicitor of the Department.

The transfer will be effected as soon as the necessary order has been developed

and formally approved by the Secretaryo

Congress has required by law approval of such contracts by the Secretary of

the Interior. In recent years the Commissioner of Indian Affairs has been perform-

ing this function under a delegation of authorityo
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