
INFORMATION SERVICE

7/,

BlJHEAU OJ? INDIAN AF'FAIHS

For Release AUGUST 10) 1954

l1ENOIUNEE PEH CAPITA PAYl1ENT PROCEEDING ,SJ100TBLY

Dist,ribution of tribal flmds to indivi.du.:'11 members of the Menominee Indian
Tribe of IT.isconsin under Public Lm! 399/ approved June 17 J is going foruard
smoothly and. satisfactorily j Acting Secretary of the Intor.tor llalph Ae Tudor
announced today.

The enactment> l.;rbich estalJli,shes a prog:cam for terminating Federal superV18].on
over Henominee affairs before the end of 19~;FL 8.180 provides for an i,mnediate pay­
ment of 'n,500 to each tribal mem'oer from }1en:)minee funds on depocit in the United
states Treasury,.

A late report from Raymond Hr. Bitney) fJ1.:LJ)!:.~r:i.ntendent of the Menomi.neo Agency
at Neopit, indicates that ahout 65 percent of Ute]. i 597 chocks intended for adult
members of the tribe b.ave now been d:Lst",':i.bnted" 'I'Le toc.81 a.TnOlmt, made c.'.vailable
to the Indians is nearly $1.500,000.

Substantial aIl10unts of this money are being used for hank. deposits and for the
payment of cOmJi18rcial obligationS J according to a quick chock v.rith major banking
and r)usiness firms in the nearby community of Sha1~'atlo( Cne Shawano bank reported
$l13~OOO of new deposits since tho start of the tribal paymentn, Anothor estimated
$110,000 in IH'.n.;r savings accounts; $25,,000 deponitf:,ci. :in c:hecking accountE!y and sales
of cashier Ys and travelers ~ checks in the amol1D.t of o.bout 0!1;7) OCO.

One of the local finance companies reported total collections of $21.1 572
including about $4;000 on accounts previously considered uncol1ectibl0. Similar
reports , involving somewhat smaller 8I1101mts? wer(~ received from another finance
company" a furni ture store~: ,and a general merchandise establishment,

The general impression reported by observers is t,hat, although this distribu­
tion of tribal funds is much larger than any previously made at l'1enominee, the
Indians are taking it in stride and ,,,,ith little or no evidence of comnnmity
disturbance or disruption.
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