o NEW S

s, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

For Immediate Release: Contact: Rex Hackler 202-208-6087
May 5, 2000 Nedra Darling 202-208-3710

i

Statement of
Assistant Secretary of the Interior-Indian
AffairsKevin Gover
on the Approval of the California Gaming
Compacts

Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs Kevin
Gover signs 59 California Tribal gaming
compacts today.

"The approval of these compacts helps bring to a close along and difficult phase
in the implementation of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. For twelve years the
Tribal governments of California have diligently moved forward, through some
extremely difficult and trying times to secure their rights of self-determination
through Tribal government gaming. Today, they have redeemed their rights.

"The resolution of thisissue demonstrates that the political process works when
people of foresight, and good will resolve themselves to finding a solution.

"Thisisavictory for respectful government-to-government relations between
States and Tribes and for Tribal self-determination. We commend the Tribal
governments of Californiafor their fortitude and perseverance, the State of
Cdliforniafor working to find a solution, and especially the people of the State of
Cdliforniafor using their voice to demand afair and honorable solution.”
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