
United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245 
IN REPLY REFER TO 

Burea u o f  I n dia n Affai r s  
Fo r Relea se Oc t ober 1 4 , 1 9 8 3  Love t t  202/343- 7 445 

Presidential Commis sion on Indian ' Reservation Economies Will Meet Oct. 19 20 

The firs t meeting of the Presidentia l Commis sion on Indian Reservation 

Economies wi l l  be held 1n Washington , D.C.  October 1 9-20, Co-Chairmen Rober t 

Robert s on and Ros s  Swimmer announced today . 

President Reagan es tablished the Commis sion in January "to advise the 

President on what actions should be taken to develop a s tronger priva te sector 

on federally recognized Indian reservations , les sen tribal dependence on 

federal monies and programs, and reduce the s tifling federal presence in 

Indian affairs . "  The President appointed Robert son, Vice President of the 

Occidental International Corporation in Washington, D. C ., and Swimmer , Chief 

of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma and a bank president in Tahlequah, Oklahoma 

as Co-Chairmen . 

The nine members of the Commis sion, five of them Indians, will be sworn 
in Oc tober 19 at 10 a . m .  at the beginning of the meeting in the Columbia Ball 
Room of the Capit ol Holiday Inn, at 6 th and C Stree t s , S. W.  The agenda will 
include a review of s tudies and information already available , discus sion of a 
workplan for the next few months and initial planning for a series of hearings 
in the field . 

The Commis sion is expec ted to complete it s work by November 30, 1984 . 

Roy Sampsel, former Deputy As sis tant Secretary for Indian affairs in the 
Department of the Interior, has been appointed Executive Direc tor for the 
Commis sion. 

For add i t ional information call Roy Sampsel at 202/343-3107. 
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