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OFF I CE OF TH E SE CRETAR Y 

For R e l ease September 26 , 1983 

AK - CH I N , I NTER I O R  S I GN NEW WATER AGR E EMENT 

L e aders of the Ak-Ch i n  Tr i be i n  Ari zona and the D e p artment of t h e  I nt er i or 

h av e  s i g ned an " agreement i n  pri n c i p l e " for the rev i s i on of l eg i s l at i on des i gned 

to ass ure t h e  Tri be of a permanent water s u pp l y, pro v i d ed i n  an economi c a l l y  

eff i c i en t  man ner , accord i ng to W i l l i am P .  Hor n , I nt er i or D ep uty U nder 

Secret ary . 

Horn sai d th at rev i s i on s  i n  the 1 978 Act , wh i ch det ai l ed the mean s to 

prov i d e t h e  Ak- Ch i n Reser v at i on wi th r i ghts to ad equ ate w at e r ,  are neces s ar y  

because " prob l ems wh i ch h av e  dev e l o ped i n  t h e  i nt er i m  wou l d  res u l t  i n  

s i gn i f i c ant ly i ncr e as ed c o s ts a n d  red uce the pos s i b i l i ty o f  prov i d i ng a 

s uff i c i ent and permanent water suppl y . " 

Th e s ett l eme nt fo l l ows more t h an a year of n egot i ati ons w i th Tri b a l  

l eader s , Horn sai d .  

T h e  agreement i n  pr i nc i p l e  prov i des : 

A p ermanent wat er s u p p l y  for Ak-Ch i n  i n  1 988 . 

Th e me an s of sec ur i ng i nt er i m  w at er unt i 1 988 . 

A reduc t i on cost to th e U n i ted Stat e s  G o v ernment . 

I nteri or S ecret ary J ames Watt and the Tr i be wi l l  be seek i n g support from 

both th e Congre s s  an d Ari zona offi c i al s  to h av e  t h e  agreement cod i f i ed i nto new 

l eg i s l at i on ,  Horn s ai d .  
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