
,;

(~EPAR'1"MENT .0' the INTERIOR
.... . news release

OFFICF. OF '!'HE SECRETARY

THREE E&IBiTIONS OP 'INDIAN ARTWORK HAItil:DBYMORTON .

ThreemaJar'exhibitiOhB oftndtari.· ..rtsnow belng shown·by

museumsacbninistered by the Indian Arts and Crafts, Board of the

Department of the Interior were des~ribed to'~YbY Secretary Roger"

C. B. Morton as "demonstrating the vitalityo£ contemporary contribu-

tions to the arts by modern Indian people."

The Southern Plains Indian MuseuminAnadarko,Oklahoma, is

presenting through September 14 the first hUtoricsurveytofeature

43 paintings created during the past four decades by42outst:anding

Indian artists oftheSotithern Plains region •....

The Museum ofthEl Plainslndianin13rowning,MOntana, is ex
hibitingthroughSElptember 30a col1ectionofcotntemporary paintings
by 44 Indian artists of ." Montana,WyoiniQgandIdahd,thefirste){tensive
exhibition ever assembled of mode'rn works by Inatan a~t:ists' frotnthe
three .statearea~

._. .

A collection of 78 contempo:r~ry quUiwork,spy28Siouxcraftsmen .
is. ,on view ,a1: the Sioux Indian Museum lnRapidC:l.ty,SOuth.Dakota.' '11lis
cotnprehensivee){hibiUon, which witlcont,itlue through SElpteinber30,is
the first presentation to document the Variety and stature of this rare
art formpr,actiGedby contEmlporarY5:1ouJ( craftsmet'1~

The use of porc:upilie qUills foresthet:l.c purposes is one of the
most unique concepts in the arts of the Nbrtll American .. Iridian , according
toMylesLibhart,Director of Museums: for the. IndianAtts and Crafts
Board, who coordinated the exhibitions.
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Cont:emporarySouthern Plait1$.tndta'np~inUnS.. ·.isthe .. first exhi.bition
to document .the variE!d devEllo~entof.modern Indian .. art. in '. the. region.
An 80 page catalog has been published in cOtljunctionwiththeexhibit ion
illustt'ating,the43paintingsin~010ralongWithphotosand biographical
sketches of the artiSts. Priced at $3.50, the, catalog is available from
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the Oklahoma Indian Arts and Crafts Cooperative,Box966, Anadarko,
Oklahoma 73005, an Indian·awned·and operated organization.

The exhibition ,Contemporary. Indian Artists ,MOntana"WyolDi.ng - Idaho,
is the most extensive exhibition ever organized of works by Indian artists
who represent 13 tribes in theregiqn. It reflectsparticipat:lon of the
Plains Indians in the contemporary life of the American West • An 80
page catalog, . priced at $3.50 is.availablefrom the Tipi Shop, . Inc. ,
Box 1270, Rapid City,' South Dakota 57701,a non-prof1teducational
organi21ation. "

"Interior's interest in the a.rtsbegins with programs to recognize
ahd promote Indian a.rts," Secretary Morton said. "These exhibitions
are a striking illustration of the manner in whichiIndianartists and
craftsmen are helping to broaden lmd enrich .coptemporary art in the
United States."

The exhibitions wereorganiz.ed by thelndianArts and Crafts 'Board,
established by the Congress in .1935~. . The. Board serves as an informat iona1,
promotional>and advisory clearinghouse encouraging the development of out
standing contemporary Indian, Eskimo, .andA~eutarts.. The Board
administers and operates the three Museums which are presenting the
exhibitions.

After the . current . showings,thee.xhibitiortswillbegina two year
tour to other museums and galleries throughout tl:l,eregions ·$erved by the
'Board's Museums .


