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INTERIOR UEGES ROAD AID FOR INDIAN LANDS, NATIONAL PARKS,
PUBLIC LANDS AND TERRITORIES'

Assistant Secret'ary of the Interior for ,Public Land Manalgement Harrisort
i _ !

I .
Loesch today called for accelerated road c<;mstruction ort Indian reservations;

stepped-up assistance to improve pubiic la~d id~v11o~ent rolds and trails;!
I ,

improvement of national park roads, roadways, and trails; a~d highway develop-

ment in the Virgin Islands, Guam and American Samoa. He testified before

tbe Senate Public Works Subcommittee on Roads.

Pointing out that the Federal Government was obligated by treaties and
agreements to construct and maintain roads on Indian lands, iLoesch said it

! 'failed to do so between 1900 to 1935. Since that time, he sai¢l, cortstruction of
roads 01. Tndian lands has fallen far short of construction of rbads; in the rest of
the Un;; '~:3tates. . . I Iii
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He asked for contract authority for Indian road construct.ion of $75 million
in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1974 and $lOP million endirlg June 30, 1975.

, I

"Public use and demands each year continue to outstrip the installation of
vitally needed resource management facilities on public lands, " Loesch said.
He asked for authorization of $IQ million in fiscal years 1973l and 1974 for
construction and improvement of public land development roads and trails.
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These authorizations, he said, will allow completion of ~pproxima.te1y 950
I

miles of J.. oad work and about 180 miles of trail work, plus sqine survey and
design of roads and acquisition of easements fqr existing roa~s.
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The N.ational Park Service currently has a backlog of de\felopments estimated
at $2 billion, of which approximately $1 billion represents ro~ds and trails!
funding, Loel'lch said. He asked for authorizations of $40 million for park roads
and trails in fiscal years ending June 30, 1974 and 1975 and $20 million for park­
wa ys in the same periods.

To provide for the territorial highway development program, Loesch asked
for $2 miflion each for the Virgin Islands and Guam and $500, 000 for American
Samoa in fiscal years ending June 30, 1974 and 1975.
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