
news release

It is a great pleasure to 00 he'Fe and ;r ~ highly honored to address this

first graduatu"lg class of reservation Wlice officers trained at Brighar,i City,

whic.l-} represents tile beginning of a nell! era and a new cllapter ill Indian

ca!i11uni ty self-awareness.

I bring greetings iran Secretary of the Interior ~.brton and the regrets of
t.~e Assistant to tIle Secre't4ry for Indian Affairs t1arvin Fra.-1klin who could not
accept your invitation recause of pressing matters in ~'1ashington.

This graduation n1a.rks a milestone in the p+Qgress of Indian people towards
self-detennination.

As you "negL'1 Y9ur careers as profes$iona], law enfo~cenent officers we hope
you will ta};:e deep pride in the prof;"e,ssion YQU have chosen. I use the word
profession because it infers a career choi~, rather than just a job. You, as
graduate police officers, have a ~-fold role. First, you are ccmnunity
servants. The role of the police is to}~p peop],e out of jail when possible
but at t11e sar.'e tir~ the officer fllUSt enfor::ce the ],att"";-[airly equitably.

Second, you are Indian police. You have been trained to deal with problems
tl1at do not ordinarily confront non-reservation la\-l offi~rs. Because all of you
are Indians, you are deeply aware of the needs and problems facing the Indian
calmuni ties. j3ecause of this ..ll1side k11awle<1ge," you are in a better position
to offer alterI1atives.

You are special in other ways as well. You graduates were selected because
you are capable of handling difficult situations. At t1~e sa~ tim? you are
servants of tl1e CCJ\1L1unity, you are also jjrJportant citizens in that cmnunity.
Your role is to enforce the law in p. straightforward way, without favoritism
or arbitrary ~ction. You were able to finish a rigorous training prograIi1. You
are protectors of the people as well as enforcers of tl1e la\"j one responsibility
is just as iroportant as the other.

Peing a law enforcerl-ent officer is npre than just going through a course
of formalized instruction and then out to ...70rk an assigned beat. As ",i tll otl1er
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professions, to ~ really top-notch, yo~ must keep on top of what's happening
in your career field. Part of beinCJ a professional is ronstant self-
education and, nDst ll1lpOrtant, self~4WUeness. This graduating class, and
those that will follow, has reen trained by s~ialists fra-a the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, the United States Marshall's SeJ:Vice,. the Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Tax Unit of the Treasury,. and the Utah State Police.

iIavever, t11e training c1oes not ~ your graduation. Pecause of tl1e
need to professionalize Indian there is noN under ooveloprent a
nationwide to tie together law enfor~t
groups on national body. Plans are tmder-
...lay to make this Special Operations Service an elite, well-trained rrobile
re~nse unit. As a part of t:l1is ~ing neN program of n-andatory training,
these reservation offirers will !Jave OOhind them additional staff help, the
best of equiprent, and funds for f1+rther CQ.'1tinuous training.

'.

These graduates are living prCX)f of the realization of the policy of
self-deteDllination for Arrerican Indi.ans: outlined by President :;:~ixoo in his
special ITessage to Congress in 1970. The eyes of Indian people eve:J:'y\'mere are
on you; we hope that you, as Indian fx:>lice officers, will continue to earn the
pride of the people and GoVeDln"ent you have ~ to serve .

And finally, it is my pleasure to present to the Bureau of Indian Affairs
Police AcadeIi¥ an AIrerican flag fl~ over the United States Capitol in your
honor. It was secured through the help of Congressman r1anuel Lujan, Jr., of
Albuquerque) the ranking rninori ty n'ember of the Subcamli tree of the House. of
Representatives, Interior and Insular Affairs CamIi ttee, who sends his
heartiest congratulations and best .\Tishes for a Irost ~rthy career.

Thank you .
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