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BIA WILL SruDY EDUCATIQ.'1 NEEDS OF PRE-saIOOL CHnDREN~-- ---=-

The Bureau of Indian Affairs is go.iJ1g to take a long, hatd look at ~
educational needs of Indian, pre-sChool-age ~ldren~ And what can Or: shotL1:d
be done to inprove the aevclcpyent of infants, tFY3!Jlers and ~'sterB U1?
through the age of eight.

Catmissioner of Indian Affairs ~is 'rhanpBOn has annoon~ that a
$325,000 contract has ~1 awarded to the Bank Street College of :I'~\lcatj.OO
i~ York City, to make the study.

""ro Bare ~le it sesns cx1d tllat we \OX)uld be oonoo.n1ed about ed\]("..ation
pJ:'O1rmns for such YO\U'lq children," said Dr. Clennon E. 5<'>ckey, the Bureau' 9
Director of Indian Education P~at'!1S. "Research has indicated, ho.\'ewr,
the crucial jJtTpOrtanoe of these first years. It is esti1tlated that 50 ~t:(~..nt
of a child I s intellectual potential is developed l'efore the age of 5."

Sockey said this does not n"eBn the' five-year-old knC7.olS half as m!~,d:i a~
he ever will. It is, rather, a matter of abilil1' to leam which i~
establishOO. "In the early years, even before birth," hc explained" '~jrnpBb~
frena to leaminq can 00 crea~ which oould ~ preventOO or reverserl ~,f
caught soon ftnouqh."

~sul~' of the study and P%:Og'r8m re~tioos will l'le tiu1:mittoo to
tl'le COOqreRlional Appropriations Camdttee as an infOJ:mation bage for IM.k;,"lg
f~ deciaions about HIA education ~an1S.

~ pilot prcxp."M1Q for children ~ to aqe four are nc:7.ol in ~J:.'t,.tian in
the ~ Pueblo in J.W ~oo and th@ Choctaw ~r.rAtion in Misf';"~Aj ~i.
They are cUlM P~t...child I»~~t P~~. In these proJ:I:'~ thP. 9~
is llO't to mach a. lot of thinqu. It is, instead, W brinq tO3e~,'t" the
re.o~s of the oom\Unity ~nd ~ family to Mable the child to enjoy a"
he~thy, h~ and $timulat"tn<:f ~inninq of lifo. MAny Imian oh.i1.d~m j11St
~;I,~ sdlCX)l have almady ~\lff~ ~t dmmge to their lelir11.i.l)il
ab11it;i.efi !;eoa\lae of p:roviOtmJ"y \u1det80ted hQarinq defects, pre~nat~1
mAlnU~itiM or o~"pt1YSioo1, ~~ or intellectual ~lm'lS.

'!1he ~la of p~t.a as the tint m'K1 prilMry edUC&~ of childmn is
~m~~~ ,in w~CP p~~.

b ~t~ will ~ m.~,teI.1 oot in .ix BIA f~ld ~ with tho ~rc).tiO\l
Qf ~ei1;)atinq y~~.

~ S~~U~ is ij. F;lv~~ ~~\mt.e 3~1 with. preet..i,qious
~~tiM ~ ~UM=~. b ~ehool hu b@en ~i wly .involved in ~
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devel~t of lIeadstart, FollOil Through and other early childhocrl education
prc:XJrams. Staff rrenrers have ~rked with the BIA in the establislment of
kindergarten prc:XJrams on the reservations and the training of teac.~rs and
aides for these programs.

An Indian advisory board will be established to provide guidanre for
the project. Indian professionals will also 00 added, in tC7j? level IX:>sition.'5,
to the project staff and Indian carmuni ty Iie11bers will be trall1ed for tlJe
rollection of data at the reservation level.

xxx

INT: 5804-75

-2-


