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iM'l RtX:;UIAT!Cl\fS CALLED t BRF..AlXf"rffiaJGJ:I t

liY L.-lDIAI.~ 001o1ISSIOL\jl';R

Prq?OSed ~ regulations for llli\i's programs of assi~tance for oollege

students have ~ described as a "major breakti1Xough in Indian education" by

CaI-rnissior¥:!r of Indj.an Affairs t-t:>rris 'l'haupson.

In a letter to HJ:.'W Secretary Caspar ti. t'Einberger, fuCl11pson expressed his

"strong support" for the ne-N rules published in the Federal Register in Marm.

'l'hey set forth provisions for CXJOrdinati~ the liEN programs with BIA I s higher

education assistance program.

Tharpson noted that because of "confusion and inconsistency in college
and university financial aid offices .IOOian students ~re denied the full
benefits of Iffi\v assistance." lIe {X)inted out that wlrile BIA funds were reant to
be supplerental to other resources available, t11eY ~re often used as the
prjJnary or sole sourre of assistance for Indian students. lIe said the
proposed rules" clarify this situation."

The proposed rules set forth sp""cific instructions that illiW assistance
pro:jrCUTIS are to be made available to Indian sttrlents without consideration of
possible BIA assistance. BIA funds can tlleD be used to neet allY still In'Ir'et
need fu-1d, if sufficient, to reduce the ~ for st1.:¥:1ent loans and 1,o,Qrk-study
prCXJrans .

'Ihcr;pson sU"marized the effect of this supplcnental-only use of BIA
funds. "Very sjJrply, tlle ilTplerentation of tllcse new rules will rrean that
mre Inclian pecple will be able to receive college educations and, consequently,
be better prepared to oontribute to the devel0p-n9nt of the Indian ccmmmity."
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