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The united States ~partmentllof Justice informed a Federal Court FebJr"uary 28

that it intended to fol~W a modified Interior Department recommendation to pursue

State clf Maine.

Interior's recommeAdation U
~ ates a draft litigation report sent to theJustiCE! 

Department in J1nuary. he February 25 report, signed by FrederickN. 

Fer~ruson, Acting Dep~ty Solic'tor for Interior, still asks for the return

of lancl as well as tres j ass dama es. It incluc,es, however, two changes agreed

to by 1:he tribes. ii i

The tribes agreed 0 forbea from asserting their claims to any lancls
which had already been ettled b non-Indians clS of 1790. Those lands Ij.e
primar:Lly along the Mai~e coast nd are the mof.t populous portions of thE! claimed'area. 

The report indicates that a legislative solution to the Indian claims

on thel~e lands will be ~ought.

~'he report states Ithat if ar amicable settlement is not reached by
June 1.,1977, Justice jfntends tb begin prosecuting the Indian claims. The first

actioI1L proposed to be taken then by government attorneys would be to join major
landholders in the cla:i.m area as defendents it. the suit. These would b~! mostly
large.pap~r companies. ! The sta~e of Maine is the only defendant in the suit

at thJ.S t~e.

(more)



The Indian claims are based ~ on an alleged violation of the Indian

Non-Intercourse Act, f~rst enact d in 1790. The Act states that Indian lands

may not be conveyed wit!hout the onsent of the Federal Government. Most. of
the Passamaquoddy and ~enobscot ands were lost in treaties and other transactions
with the States of Massachusetts and Maine between 1794 and 1833.

The Departmental decision tp prosecute the J:ndian claims was bilsed on
a December, 1975 order of a federal court of appeals which ruled that there
exists a "trust relationship" between the United States and the Tribes. It
was determined that pu~suit of the land claims WclS the only course consistent
with that trust responsibility. [,
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