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United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement

Yy

virs. Lois Hammons
27 East Third Street
Pery, Indiana 48870

Dear Mrs. hammons:

This is to inform you that the Branch of Acknowledgment and Resausrch has completed
its preliminary review of ihe documented petition for Federal acknowledgment submitted
Dy the Mbdddmidsboieal Indians of ihe sState of Indiana according 1o procedures outlined
in 25 CKFR 83.8(w). The preliminary revicww was conducted by a stari genealegist,
anthropologist, and historian to determine 1 obvious deficiencies or significant omissions
existed.

Generally speaxing, all of our staff who reviewed the petition stated that it is an
exceptionally well done dgocument, and tiat you and sll tose who worked on its
produetivn, including Dr. stewart oafert, are to be congratulates for naving done an
outstanding job. Before we caa begsin active consideration of the petition, however,
there are several guestions which Leed 10 De addressed and certain documents whieh
we will require in order to evalusle the petition adequately. f{he questions to pe
answared and identification of requisite documents to be submitted will {ollow, listed
numnerically.

1) Plezse provide a more detailed discussion of and evidence for social
distinetion of the group {rom the surrounding population after approximutely 1800 and
the maiutenance of social cohesion as a cistinet group through suen means as informal
social ties, kxinship ties, or visiting patterns, Please provide more iaformation ang/or
doeunentation, i{ available, concerning reunions, annual picnics, and the like, 7The
petition Jescrives an "urpan” movement to nearby towns whieh oceurred along the likes
of existing subgroups (e.g., the Godfroys to Peru, ete.). Can additionsal information be
provided concerning this imovement, e.g.,, dates, locetions and other relevant data about
iow the yroup ifunctioned and was maintained within these particular urban areas?

2 As & supplemeat to the discussion of post-1898 political organization, pleuse
elaporute on the inforwal processes of leadership and decision-making, Imgortant areas
to include are liow leagers gained support for tiweir actions and agreement for decisions.
Wwas there & process of internal settlement of disputes between family groups or on &
sinaller scale? Were leaders influential outsice the context of seeking redress fur cleims
(e.g., the way ecarlier leaders proviced refuge, cconomic help, arranged or influenced
Luardianship, ete)?

3) Pleas: provide whatever additional data are avsilable regarding the
following points: the character and role of the pre-1300 Indian cnurchies and schools;
the degree and kind of contact maiutained with the Miami Indians in Uklahoma in the
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ast fift ears; a list of cour s ~' ¥
P ’ \y y b 8 of icil mecx‘xbg.rs, 1\eadqs. and committees, since 1970; and
an explanation of the discrepancy between the narrative's statement that miembersnip
is bused oo two rolls (1389 und 1593) and the zuverning document, whnich cltes only
the 1895 roll.

1) In carlier convearsations between Dr, rafert and vrs. Lynn Mesillion of
our staff, Dr. Rafert offercd to provide the trauci, of Acknowledgment aud Research
witn his Kkinship charts showing the gtoup's early ancestors and their immediate
descendants, He also offercd to share with us his moaified version of the 1969 Miami
roll whieh includes enly the ¥iamis of Indiana. The c¢harts and the modified roll are
particularly important to tiie senealogist since we anticipate that they will save countless
hours otherwise needed to icentify the intermediate gencrutions, whieh are not shown
on your forms, between current members and their ancestor(s) on the 1889 and 1895
rolls, Upon your submission of these documeats, we would be glad to reproduce them
and return them, so as not to incouvenience any fusrther research your group or ur, Hafert
ey wish to de.

5) Several documents cited in the nurrative text do not appear in the
appendices where they sre sald to be, FPlease submit the group's bylaws approved
July 7, 1937; the charter =ng bylaws (if different fron: s0cve) which were sent to the
Secretary of Staite for Indiwua; the incorporation papers reierred to in Petition Document
no. 1086; the minutes of 1he meeling in 1983 at whieh seven amendments were adopted
(p. 115 of "Introduction, Certification und Criteria™); snd, if available, the 1965 roll
cited on page 297 of Bert Anson's Look enititled lhe siami Incians.

This letter will also serve to acknowledge our receipt oi 29 pages ol genealogical roll
contaeining the names of 221 additional memnbers to be udded to the Indiana iaiui roll
as well as 1U8 additional censtus roll cherts. (hese aasterials were hana gelivered by
¥Yirs. Lors Siders on Junuary 14 when she ana two other mewnbers of the group visited
tne Acknowledzment ang Kesearch ofiice with Dr. afert., As rs. Mcedillion explained
to the members of your delegation at that time, it is extremely lmportant that the
group's membership roil be complete since, if Fecerully ackinowledged, the list submitted
tor acknowledzinent pucrpuses will become tiie zroup’s iwise roll for Buresu puiposes.
As sucli, the roll, except lor minor additions aund correcticns, will be binding on the
trive for soine time to come,

Enclosed is a list which includes a variety of cocuments and publications mentioned
and/or cited in the petition. It would be extramely helplul to the staff to have these
documents in hand during their evaluation of the Miami of Indiana petition. Also
enclosed is a list of newspaper srticles reproduced from the pstition, Asterisks have
been placed beside those which we would like to have. we would also like to know if
there is adaitional useful testimony in the record of the inany court suits involving the
Miami; we will contact Dr. iKafert directly concerning this. while the submission of
these docuinents and publications is not a requirement for proceeding with active
consideration of your petition, we would jgreatly appreciate your submitting as much as
this material 10 us as is feasible.

Should aaditional data be needed or questions arise in the f{uture & a result of
on-going reseearch, we reserve the right to request this information from the council cr
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its representatives. I you bave any Guestions sbout the procedure to this point, we
would be glad to assist you in any way possible.
Sincerealy,
- Y
Hazel £. Lbert
Deputy  Director, Gffice of Indian Services
enelosures
o Stewsart J. dafert

o
oy 4 2EThe PR RS IS worded GAd Bigh. L T = T T . ’
4 by Mr.Robert G. Owens. This iv o nofice if ¥

‘Yeceip! of petition and does not comm@. notice . . s %

ghot the pettion Iy under active coneiderstion’ aforesaid, and that the printed matter attached hereto is a true copy, which was duly
batice of active songidération wil: be-iy mall (o

petitioner and other Interested pariies ot the. l
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Documents and Fublications which would be useful
1. John F. v.oginness, Biography ol frances Slocuim. Cited pages 134-89 ana 21 2-229,
Ze Thao Buler, {he Story of the wiamis, iu duntington County. pp. 219-38,
e Jueosh #, punn, Indiana and the Indianans, Vol. I, Ch. 2. pp. 43-67.
be Warawr Crov, "Indians of wabash County, Indiana.” unpublished ms.
3. Clurcnee Goulroy, Miawi lnoan Stories,
S, vendell Lewio and Lawrence w. Schultz, {ndian Loure.
T Josapi Parsons, "Civilizing the indiras in thie Gld Nortowest."
3. Coples of minutes of receat council neetings (last [ive years),
g. Coples of gny jrant applications submitted in the last five vears,
i, i wvailaole, please provide copies of the followlal Jdocuments--cugics wi (e
primary documents, where possible (qumbers refer 1o page numbers {n ths narrativel
1748 Treuty with the british, Lancaster, Fa (13) Fr. Zabriel Dreuillette’s writhizs un
¥lgwis (8); Jules Tailhan's writings on tie *lamis (8); .m‘:(,u'“ﬂlle ge la Potheris™
writings on the Xiaxsis (8); Nicolas Perret's writings on the Miamis (8); fr. Jlause
Allouer's writings on tne Miamis (7); Monsier de Savrevob's writings o the viluak
(14); Fr. Jean Mernmet's wrilings on the #iamis (11); 1738 list of Canucian iribes (14);

Christopner Gist's writings on the Miamis (13); Geo
(22 &
the Miamis (33).

in

i

11. Any testimeny take conneetion with the allotsent
Heserve (see axhibil 38) and the may of the sllotmens,
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ge Lroghai’s writings on tne
23); Joseph Valliere's writinus on the Miamis (32); =ug Henry ray's

of the

Slasn s

writhags on

Mesninguinesis
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