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Vehicles and the Outdoors:  A Flammable Combination


Most motorists often don’t realize that vehicle exhaust system can start a devastating wildfire, destroying homes and our natural resources.   Fire officials at _______ want us to keep this in mind while enjoying the outdoors.  

Fire conditions in __________ are extreme.  Drought, warm temperatures and high winds have turned grassy fields into a tinder box.  With this in mind, extreme caution is needed when enjoying the outdoors.
 
To help prevent these destructive fires follow some simple guidelines:

Follow all public-use restrictions and access closures – It is important to check with local public agencies about any closures before venturing off road.
Keep vehicles off dry grass – Exhaust systems can heat up to 1,000 degrees and ignite adjacent grasses and shrubs. Park only in designated parking areas or over non-flammable surfaces (such as graveled or dirt areas), and never in tall grass.
Expect the unexpected and stay on designated roads and trails – When operating vehicles “off road” (or  across grassy or brushy open fields), there are many hidden hazards that can disable a vehicle, bringing the exhaust system into prolonged contact with dry grass, or brush. Grasses and brush can also get caught beneath the vehicle and come into contact with the exhaust system, allowing the vehicle to spread fire over great distances.
  

Check your spark arrester – Before heading outdoors clean ATV spark arresters. This will reduce the chance of an ATV sparking a wildfire.

 


Be prepared - Carry a shovel and a fire extinguisher in your vehicle and ATV.

 
For more information, contact _____________________________.
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