Guidance for developing a burn restriction/closure plan.
Occasionally it is necessary to restrict the use of fire. This can be due to a short term weather event or a longer term weather event, such as drought. Having a plan, pre-approved and  ready to implement, is a valuable, proactive step. The following guide will help with establishing an effective “Restriction Plan”/ 

Step 1 Identify who has the authority to restrict burning and cite the authority in the Restriction Plan. Also identify who has the responsibility to enforce the restrictions. In most cases across Indian Country, Tribal Government has the authority to prohibit burning on their lands, including trust lands. At some locations, the Regional Director or the Agency Superintendent may also have this authority. Some locations may chose to adopt the county or state declared restrictions. There may be advantages to adopting another jurisdiction’s restriction plan, but there can also be unintended consequences. If the State or County restrictions plan is adopted, do it formally and publish it for all to see. If the County or State Restriction Plan is adopted, there is no need to proceed farther with this guide.
 Step 2 – Identify the general conditions that must exist to trigger this authority. Use some readily available weather or climatic criteria , Drought indicators are acceptable as a general condition, but should not be the only factor used to trigger burning restrictions..
Step 3 – Coordinate with adjoining jurisdictions, including other tribes, State Forestry and county governments to develop specific criteria for triggering burning restrictions. These should be as compatible as possible with neighboring jurisdictions. The specific criteria should be based on fire danger, rather than weather or climate. Ignition Component, Burning Index or Fuel Moisture make for good specific criteria. The specific criteria should be forecast to continue as part of the trigger,
Step 4 – Consider adding additional criteria for events where large numbers of people are expected to be outdoors or engaged in activities such as cooking or camping. 

 Step 5 – Prescribe a communications plan for publicizing the restrictions. This should be a two stage process. The first stage is to advertise the severity of the conditions for a few days prior to issuing restrictions. This will help improve public acceptance. The second stage is to make the implementation of restrictions known through every channel available.
Step 6 – Develop criteria for removing the restrictions. Require that removal occurs promptly when fire danger falls to acceptable levels, but not if conditions are expected to redevelop following a short- term event. Removal of restrictions should be based on a change in the “pattern” rather than a single short-term event..  

Step 7 – Develop a clause that allows for exceptions or waivers. Having such a capability is critical to making the restrictions enforceable.

