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THOMAS ] HENLEY, Stf;mmém: o Indion Affairsin
California, TO GEORGE W. MANYPENNY
Sun Frometics, Aupwi 35, x&g‘;
Since entering upen my official duties on the 26th uldmo, in
gccordance with my insructions ef June 2, 1834, I have vis-
ited the Indian reservation at Tejen, (the only reservation at
which, asyet,any Indianshave been collected,) and have taken
possession and supervision of the public Property, scheduies
of which will accompany my report st the expiration of the
quarter.
Icould notascertain the precise number of Indizns bdeng

ing to the Tejon reservation, 25 many of them were in the
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mountains, upon an excursion which # portion ususlly take
a1 this season of the yar, to collect grass-seeds and berries
which they find there in great abundance, and of which they
are very fond. I fix the number, however, sccording w the
best information I could obtain, stsevern hundred, who ac-
knowledge the authority of seventeen chiefs. These Indians
many of them speak the Spanish language, having learned it
during their intercourse with the Mexicans, and at the “Cath-
olic Missions, " where some of them have been previously em-
ployed, and where they acquired some knowledge of agricul-
ture previous to the sertlement of California by the pmplc of
the United States.

The plan of subsisting the Indlans by their own labor in the
cultivation of the soil, I presume was suggested by thesuccess
which has strended thas efforts of the Catholic priests in ap-
plying Indian lsbor to the erection of the mission hmisimgs,
and to the cultivation of their vineyardsend grounds.... -

The grand features of the [reservation] plan :;mwzzﬁ gxop-
er and judicious mansgement, be made partislly if not en-
urely successful. The Indians in the southern and central por-
tions of the State are willing to labor, end many are anxious

~ toavail themselves of the privilege of seﬁi% upon the reser-

vations. I do net, therefore, hesimtz to give it as my opinion
that the plan of removing them to suitable reservations, re-
quiring them to labor, and issuing to them only such arricles
of food and clothing from tme to dme a5 will supply theirim-
mediate wants, is ths only method that can be sdopted cal-
culsted to do permanent good to the Indians in California.
To distribute to them beef, blankets, or clothing, in their
present locations, would result in more injury than in caus-
ing them to become indolent, and to cease effort to provide
the necessary support for themselves. To remove them be-
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yond the limits of the State, or into the high mountain region,
without providing for their m@mwﬂéﬁemmﬂimm
cruel than immediate extermination. The Indians upon the
west, unlike those east of the Rocky mountains, have never
lived by the chase. Their support has been chiefly derived
from the fish of our numercus streams, the &corms and grass-
seeds of our valleys, and the roots and berries of the moun-
tains, By the encroachment of the white man they have been
driven from their habitations, and their means of living en~
tirely cut off. There seems then to be no slternative which
humenity weuld sanction but to provide them with the neces-
sary tools and implements, snd suitable instruction to enable
them to obmin 2 support by their own labor on your lands re-
served for that purpose.

The reservation at the Tejon, considering its interior locs-
tion, difficulty of access, and the delays and trouble which al-
ways attend new enterprises, has pmhabiy been conducted
with considerable energy, and so faras [ could judge, the la=
bor has been well performed. The wheat crop is 2 good one,

and msy be considered as entirely successful. The barley,

having been sown late, was not & full crop, The corn suffered

from dmugh?, was not irrigated, and was also deficient in

quantty. Ths raising af wgmhzﬁ ﬁas bggn aim@sz m;r
hl‘l p .

acres.jacnclosed b}*xés@&m;g not w%mm
tection of the crop, and some portion 1 of it has this yeas been
&ﬁmgeé by the stock. There are upon the reservation one
adobe huilding used a5 u residence for the persons em-
Flaygé upon the farm, and one new adobe intended for the
residence of the superintendent, Tize:e are also a sufficient
number of corrals for taking care of the stock.
The Indians are not as yet provided with any houses, and

o s ]

- 1319
are living in such habitations s they are sccustomed to in
their wild state. ..

The Indians, on my arrival st the reservaton, were quite
anxious to learn if any change had tiken place in the inten-
tion of the government towsrds them; and, on assembling in
council, itappearsd that they had decided objectionto the In-
dian interprater, and also to the two men in whose charge they
had been placed by my predecessor. This objection being re-
moved, ] met with no other difficulty; and efter several con-
versstions, [ left them well satished and contented, with an
ungualificd promise to obey all the orders of those in whese
charge [ left them. The chiefs, at their own request, have been
permitted to exercise police suthority ever their respective
tribes, and are held responsible for the proper quota of laber

- from each tribe. The labor is divided among the chiefs, 1c-

cording to the number in each tribe; the making of adobes 1o
one, laying them in the building toa mné} threshing wheat,
be oz t’si:d, hauling grain from the field w a fourth, &c,
&c. In this way the work progresses in perfect order, and all
seem pleased at their pmpazwr; mit

The location of the reservation is, in my judgment, a good
one—the best that could have been made. The soil is good,
and well adapted to the cultivation of such products asare ne-
cessary for Indian subsistence, There isan sbundance of oak
timber at s convenient distance, and plenty of red-wood and
pinein the mountzins, at accessible points within fifteen miles.
The lake within the limits of the reservation affords an abun-
dant supply of fish of & good quality. Game is plenry, and a
hunter, at mﬁz&a:y wages, will furnish meat as cheaply as the
beef that is now issued to the Indians. It is remote from the
present settlements of our citizens, and will nog, I think, for
2 long time to come, be a barrier even 1o the progressive and
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laudable s;:mt of our people in the settlemnent of new and re-
mote portions of our Territory,

If the Indians are to be allowed any mg«ghf:s within
the limits of the Swte, no attenton, in my opinion, cught to
be given to any clamor that might be raised against this loca-
tion, as tending to embarrass the séttlement and prospenty
of the State.. ..

" The shove-nemed tribes [the Kern River Indians, Posa

Creek Indians, Tulare River Indians, the Four Creeks, the
Y-Mithes, and Cowishs, the King River, the San Joaquin, -
gnd the Fmsm River Indians], numbering sbour three thou-
sand souls, reside at an average distance of two hundred miles
from the Tﬁ}@;; reservation. Their removal will not be expen-
sive, and can be accomplished ss speedily as the advances of
the settlements, the interests of the government, or humanity
to the Indians, will require.

The crops which will be planted this winter will inall prob-
ability be abundant for the support of those referred to, and
all the other tribes within reach of the reservation; and in the
course sfae;xs;mf 2 large number mywﬁyb% added w
those now enjoying the benefits of the reservation. ..

{Repors of the Commistioner sf Indian Affeirs, 1854, 71 5@3!2 3]
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