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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ASIAORA
UNITED STATES INDIAN IRRIGATION SERVICE
e e L
' 08 ANGELES, CAL. January 14, 19186. o
| i
Comriissioner of Indian Affairs,
‘ »i,f rashington, I, ‘m‘,
Throngh #r. . M. 3eed, Chief Engineer.
31:;-& Q ” ' | |

In corplinnce with 3wur instructima mder dote of
Any 18, mm t9 iire e Be Olhexg. - Lund-allot JA30N-14,
4197517, B i - in wmnywct to ascextaining ocerxtain in.
imxnmtimn in regaxd tno the Telom Inwxﬁmn. I reapcotinliy
muﬁmkﬁ thc folloming anmwtm

Farticulny nttentiom wan given nnly %o the mking
of anrveyn and the onollection of data In rapurd to irri.
cation matters, in view nf the mcoond prropraph of the
nhave letter, and after raunding the lettars to Supt. Vir.
tne: frie hoth vourmelf and lfr. Trassdell.

. 3ks iﬁf“ﬂtﬁﬁw {ans and ancvays were nnde ander fn.
tnoxrity Xoe 72709, gronted Angunt 10, 1917%7. The notes
for the ariginnl and reaurveys of ﬁﬁﬁ pruhlic lands covax-
ing that nortion of the ranaha A1 Tejom in question were
‘Becarcd h3 lire Paloer frorm the Genernl Land 0f%fice in
sacrurento while thera upon an ther ratter. Copies of

jthe nataa are attached to thia rnnari.

hn H0¥e 19 Hre He Ke Palner, Awniﬂtnnﬁ Eneinaar‘
uvl ane rodman, ware detailed hy this office ta progeed
to tus Tejon Indian lands and make sucl survers and in-
_ vea@&gnfﬁaht an waxe necessary £o seonre the renulres
f4uta. Hith the exaeption of abaut two weeks which ifr.
L ralper grant with Inspeotnr Linnen and party in the fore
rart of 3aﬂenhmr. the work proceaded withont intsrrup-
- tion until itn copletion Decemhex 24, when Hr. Palner
retnrned and nade ap the man and rwpnrt.

=
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. Yhe X1 Tejom xeneho land lies wugw the lower edpe
of the weateomn Blope of the Tobnahtpl Monnteine near Ghe
sevtbern end of the San Jesquin Yalley and enbraces a
traet some 18 wmiles frow noxth %9 south and Lwydn § o AR
wiles wide from eant %o wesd, covering portiens of ¥ 30,
314388, AR, BO, 31 K, XD HHBM end T 10, 11 and
12 3, 216, 17 418 W, 88 B & K, In Xern Oowndy, a-
wmogn®ing to sbon® 183 square miles. !

Tue hemdquarters of the yanohe is loonted on Yejon
Hanoh Ureok 24 milen south and 18 mniles sast of Rakeyy-
field in %wp. 11 B, R 1Y 5 18 W, 0B B & H, st an sle-
vation of shoat 14060 feet.

Ihe pextion of the yanah land ocsomied hy the In-
dians is looated in & salient of the Tejon lancho -
tending up Tejon Canyon and lies in Pwp. 11 K, R 16 &
17 e 1% i@ abont 4 wiles northweat of the ranoh head-
quariers and the villiage e B3 wniles south and 10 niles
enst of Bakerefield.

The Tejon band of Indians have haen living in tha
Tehsobapi Nountains on the southern edge of the San Joa-
gum Valley sinee bafore the ooning of the sSpaniards to

alifornis. They were chriatianimed by he HSpanish pa-
dyres and during mission daye the pricsts frow the Bants
Baybars Mission nmed to make $ripes sorses the wowntasine

to oondnao® religions services mweng thewe. Thely lande
wera oither adjaoent %0 or inelufed in the ol4 spanish
grent known ss the El Tejon Ranoho. 8o far ap wa san

tell from Indisne of the present time, the 014 Spanisyds

d14 not molent them €o any great entant,

After the Nexivan War The Unifed States yeeopnised
all the old mm grante, and all anoh grants were sur-
veyed by the yel Land 0fflee. Zhese Spanish prante
had vexy vague boundaries ascording %o the tesns of the
miima grant, 8o Shat thare wan wore or leas 1ntitude
in fixing the £inal boundariem at the tiwe of %he marvey.

The Bl Tejon dancho was suwrveyed while Ceneral Heale
was Surveyor Genezsl of Oalifornia, and be seon aftexwards
seqaired the yunohe Whethey or not She aripgimel fpanish
grant was intewdnd %o fnolufié the Indian 1and ia ROR knewn,
bt the grant as Linally murveyed d4d4 dnclnde thie trach.

gSoon after thias the Tojon Resarwation was entablished
and Guneral Heale wam appointed Indlan Agent. However, 1%

00037414-AS-IA-BATCH005-DOC0024-LET-20240 Page 3 of 24




sofon

i Taahingten that She land was in pri-.
;m ‘Tessrvaiion was abanioned.

»ﬁtm Rl Tejon Ramnbh eceupied by the
Be bout pexts of the reanch, Lfrom whioh
L %jm mm_;,mmummm o nevey
ufly fell $)at any vielens ejvation of
m:, @ Srdm. Indian Berviee, and aleo
‘ef hin @owhays. He thevsfors inaugu-
"wlle mmm!m whioh voenpelied nany

fhe Indisns have hesn aliowed %0 oml-
ily desreased nniil now 4% ia wmwm
of 60 sorep. Albhough naturs
(e m Indinne have never heon al WM,
: Mam of ::uww and o widing

e mm died or wovwed & leaving hie
”’M bpnse wae wmmu%mmm%a the

by him wae threwn open %o She oat.
}“ll umm practined, the Intest onse
gt #he oripinally 1ived on
:mm aawried water out of the
; ars ago har house wae de-
ded %0 wave to what ie now the
MQ ale amﬂ"‘mﬁ# a mmall fymet of
rmadl m Aled in Peb.,

] dnﬁhw mie,
Qim tha o mm»

o . 4.9 Lopes, A tho
8 Jmay, m’im"tMu oe was rested %
‘anlfivated ﬂmﬁ int wad app

‘ghe neb euly
“meﬂlwmwtmm TR

0 f @& yonuit of thie tmmm wany. of the Infians
‘ sway, wone few e Mmmﬂwm. whese Ghey
te m the evil influsnces of the vity; & Sew
wm M the Yale Hiver Remervation; & few to lenvoye,
Dinge 0o, , Oslifornia, whare nhont twendy-five af thelw
B ; ‘h now live: and more %o the Kern River Canyen
ol m ullen mMMmh whare ther ware given nllolnents
uw 5 yeure ago. As o reaslt of thies snipration on the
af t @ Indians, the population has deorsased frow
‘ Bly BBN to 300 to mhont &0 individnals, or in the
mwmumwa of 100, sounting those that nowm live at the
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ranid Beadquarters. As no censnm has heen taken, Shese
finurea ars meraly approxicate.

I 48 rather diffienit o deterwine emaetly how mooh
land wan forwerly irrigafied, as wany of the olé di%ahes
wers nearly obliterated by a sand sterm wany wmumr,
and they san now he tyased only here and theye, bud 4% ie
probable ¥tmt at ome tine they enltivated Lrom 600 S0 000
aores, which aren bas sines decransed to 68,

Thy 1and cwespied by $he Indians is shown on She se-
“W mape IS lies along Tejon Oresk at Uhe mouth

of She enrgon. OFf the 0864 mores shown on the wep, on
1436 or 875 oould be clazsed as axdle, She mming ¥
being mosntainons, smitadle only for gresing. Probahly
80% of thin 1430 norxes would be %o hadly aud .m washog,
leaying 1185 sexes saifable for onltivation, and | anrss
suitable for irrigation 1f the water is avsilable.

. The nerxth slopes of these hillm mre coversd with »
denne growth of white caka and buokeyes, hut the Sonsh
slopes #re bare, axcept on the eastern end of %he t¥sat,
This forent of oaks provides The Indians with mssorns
whioh 68111 form an fmportant artiole of Alet with Shenm.

During the early days & large part of the azuble lond
was onlfivated by the Indlens, and was so onltivated ab
the time the land wes granfed by Hexieo and whom surveyed

by the United Stntes about 1886.

In 1879 a flood, whioh must have heen the resuls of
& olondbarst, brought Aawn a 1s¥Re quantity of boulders
and grevel, covering & considevahle portion of the land
in Uhe nmeighborhond of the lower nettleonents In emmes-
Www thin flood the land has the appeammnes of We-
3§ nueh rookier than 1% rwally ia, us wost of the voeks
1is on the auwrfwoe. ZAeneval of the surface reoks will
gimmmw: nont of the work of elearing the lsnd for eel-
b

Zhe water in Tejon Oresk flows throngh the tynel dor~
ing wet ssason, hut daving the dry season 1% Gimsppears in
the anderlying gravels n short ddntance helow She |
sotitlensnt, No nftenpt¢ was mode 10 mensure seournte
low wter flow, as during the paAst season many T
Californis ware still flowing nore than thelir nobmm
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40 not attend achool.: Unleas something is done, thene
ohildren will grow up unadble to read and write, and, in
most oasas; uwmable to apeak the ¥nglish lAngnage. Phe
ohief, J. 3« lospnda, has nhown enong b appresintion of
the valpe of an sdnoation to aend his two ehildyen to
Bakerafield, but he i{s nn exception to the rule. Of the
pfesent pophlation, only two oxr thrwe of Uhe men oan
spenk Xnglish, and none of the wowen.

Vary rn~m&a't£1;11};

» A((:/:L/é‘ M M_,«»m’ o }’%

Chihad | £ Supte 0f Ir-igation.

aneclme

-8
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Paporamd of lower end of E1 Tejon Rancheria, showing the land cooupied
by the lower group of four houses, Captain Losada livem on the
yxtrems right. !le was born abont 100 yards further up the vallay.
. AY1 the Indiaps 1ivirg in this proup have lived here all thair lives,
014~ Trdian aifohas-are looated juat beyond the preasnt
onltivatsd land, and at the foot of the hill dn the foregremmd -
below the capora. Tormarly the Indfans oultivated all of the valiey
land as far down 85 the oak trees in the middle d4atanoe on thn laft.
Yhotograph tukaen Sept. 6, 1917 by H.L. kalmer,
Information from J.R.Logads, Capdtin of the tripe,
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'\ ¥. House and grape arbox of J. R. Losada, Osptain of the
tribe of K1 Tejon Indians. lLosadas is Bltanding under

the arborx.
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4. Land vultivated by Bamon Higndo (#VIIX).
Dec. 2R, 1917,

#
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8. Fanoreme of upper settlevent of X1 Tejon Bansheris.
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Panerams , lpoking north wedt, slowipng the vjper settlement
of the Rl Tejon Rencheria, The grape athors shown in tha pioture of
the ruins of Sebastiana Hignio's house oan be gean through the o8k
tress on the lsft, at the oot of tha hill and alwost ip line with
thae horse's head. ‘ )

in former times the Indiape cultivated nearly all of tha
low barren ridge on tho right, and for some diatanca, 8aid by the
Indiana to be ubout & mile, above this settlament. The old ditch
\kiﬂ lpoated above the road near tho top of this ridge.

-~ne feasd in this part of the aanyon i8 muoh better than below.
~he present orops consist of corn.beaps and vegetableam. Some paach
~and apricot treas and grapsvines planted by the Indiane ure now
aontrolled by apn Italdan pamed John ﬁalnm&%?)

Fhotograph taken Sept. 6, 1917 by H.K, kalrer.
Information from J.R,Zogada, Captain of the tribe.
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6. Looking np Cedar Cresk. An old Indian d1tok oan de

' traged all the way fram fthe oraak to the efige of the
gany on nxrmm‘mhm along the red 1ine.
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7. Buine of the house of Sebaghimm | B, Xl Sejen Hopeberis.

‘ giinney ond wan bailh aboud
1902, SebnaBiawnn | @ and : , fwom far-
ther wp the eangyon ‘ ‘ grepe ar-
bore m& bay o4 ] #ma M mwmnmmnmymu and onl-
”“MM aﬁ«' Fabe 10, 101Y, leaving only Tet

- e da e
~.rmmmn,wmmwrﬂmmnmum w&% ”
‘der af Lepes, thmwﬁ!ummmmm the howsne ume am
nediately torm down. In tha phol « Re Lomsin 1n seen stond-
igg ?u"ﬁ“& W*tﬁxﬂm B “g% ‘;M ohfrmney. Hinee Jm
» vinoe £oxmeyly ok ad Bubnelfisne mw
heen leased %o an ISalian named John Belosn (2] whao mm,
ﬁ"‘ %vm% all the water fomerly used Wy the ofther ne in
e @ "
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8. Hillmide on mouth nide of canyon ahove apper nettlement
uhm:mg the growth of oaks and hmkgyn. The Indians de-
pend on theme ocaks for their supply of mcorns, which form
an important artiocle of diet with thenm.
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9. %ejon Oresk. The criginal bed of the oreek, now dxy,
i on the extzene ripht of the ploture. Tha oreek now
follows an old irrigation &‘Mah xuug" none dintanoe.
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10. 1614 of corn ahd beans helinging %o Jome Katweda. This
 Tiel4 18 loeafed in the wper settlenent and the plature was
\gaken from the mpper houss on She east mide of the oreek,
"looking southwest.
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