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MISS INDIAN AMERICA VISITS NATION'S CAPITOL
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Miss indian America, Williamette Belle Youpee, spent four days in Washington

this week, climaxing a cross-country personal appearance to-w:r. Highlighting her

stopover were meetings with government officials and a tour of the student exhibit

of Indian and Eskimo art currently on display in the Department of the Interior's

art gallery.

A ~isseton-Yankton Sioux from Poplar, Montana, she is the eldest of 12

children of William Youp ee, chairman of the Ft. Peck Assiniboine-Sioux Tribal

Council.

Miss Youpee--"Willi" for short--has already established herself as a leader

in Indian youth activities. While attending Montana State College in Bozeman,

Montana, where she is now a senior majoring in commerce, she was instrumental in

organizing and was the first president of the Council of American Indian Students.

In 1962 she was a member of her college's delegation to the National Indian Youth

Conference at Brigham Young University, in Provo, Utah. She is a Board Member of

the newly-formed Foundation of North American Indian CUlture, in Bismarck, North

Dakota, with special responsibility for youth work. Among her hobbies is writing

children's stories in Indian lore.

The tenth Indian girl to be named Miss Indian America, Willi was crowned last

August at the annual All American Indian Day festival in Sheridan, Wyoming.
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