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NASH CALIS FOR 8TEPPEJ).UP D.t'VELOPMENT OF HUMAN AND
NATURAL RESOURCES ON NAVAJO RESERVATION

The unpara.lleled development of human end natural reaou~'cEHJ

that has taken place on 'the Navajo Indian Reservation since the end of

World War II is "only a prologue:" to the further development the.t must

be accomplished over the coming deceAe, the Commiasioner-designs"te of

Indian Affairs, Philleo Nash,. told e. predominantly Navajo audience ·I;odavr.

Speaking &"G tho e.n.nulU Ns.vajo Tribal Fair a.t WindoW' Rock,

Ariz ... 'the ConulJ..i.ssioner-d.eeignate of the Interi,or Department's Bureau of

Indian Affa1rs emphasized the ri~ed tor educational opportunities for all

NaVajo children; the need to ag,uip adult Navajos with 'the knowl~dge and.

skills required forfam11;y bett,erment; and the need to impro1f~ econom.1.<}

growth throughout the entire reserva.tion area..

"To anyone familiar l:11 th "',he eondit1.ons of deep pO'ITeny and

dark despair tha.t prevailed on Navajo lands in the late 1940 1 s," Na.IlJh

sa.id, "the p1e~ure "todSiY borderl;:\ on the fantastic. Yet ell ot us must

recogn.:L!le 'that many of the probllialllS of' that earlier p®:dod still pera:J.~t

and much remains to be done. It x.rill not be easy to cJ."eate eo al:i.mate a.f

expanding opporttmity so tha.t a. rapidly gTot"in,.... tribal POPulation ean

.A.toorican life. I't ttl11 require energy, 1me~ginati.on, a will1:ngne~s to

experiment, and the closest kind. of '\o1orking partnership between the Tribe

and the Bui$au,. My pledgl!$ today is that 1ills best possible efforts ot the

Bureau Will be unat'1ervingly clediaa.t..ed to the aehievememt of this 111gb

obJecttve. rt


