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EHNST STRESSES DECISION ON NEIll nJDIAN ARTS AND CRAFTS
COURSE viAS HADE SOlELY BY ElYiHONS

Assistant Secretary of the Interior Roger Ernst today emphasized that

Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Glenn L, Emmons is to be credited

for the recent decision to establish a new arts and crafts course at the Santa }'e

(N. Mex.) Indian School this coming falL

The statement i1as made in a Ie t tel' to O1ivel' LaFe.rge of Santa Fe.9 nationally

knolm author. Mr. laFarge vITote in an article published by the Santa Fe .!'I,e-w

~j2.211 on June 26 that the decision to establish the course vIaS the lire suIt of

intervention of the Secretary of the Interior, at the urgent request of the Indian

Arts and Crafts Board. Ii

nOn this point, 11 Assistant Secretary Ernst told Nr. laFarge ~ III am afraid you
have been seriously misinformed. l1

The text of the letter to Mr. LaFarge follm,IS:

IlHy attention has just been called to an article by you in the Santa ,Fe JiS:'l!.
li§:~Cl:Q of June 26 concerning the decision to establish a nOI1 arts and crafts
course for Indian students at the Santa Fe Indian School this coming academic year.
In 'Writing the article you were apparently under the impression that the course was
established over the opposition of the Bureal1 of Indian Affairs through intervention
by the Secretary of the Interior.

liOn this point I am afraid you have been seriously misinformed. The fact is
that the decision to establish the arts and crafts course at the Santa :8'e cichool
was made solely by the Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Glenn II.
Errrmons. Neither I nor any other officer of the Department outside of the B-ureau
intervened in the making of this decision; none of us vJaS ever asked to do so by
~embers of the Indian Arts and Crafts Board.



(
"Commissioner Emmons decided to establish this course after long and thoughtful

)nsideration for two major reasons. One was his deep personal interest in the
.llture of Indian a.rts and crafts, the other was his equally profound desire to
provide artistically talented Indian youngsters wtth training which will sha~pen

their skills and enhance their earning prospects in their chosen 'Vocation. He
deserves full credit for the decision and your impression that the Bureau of Indian
Affairs was opposed on this matter by the Indian Arts and Crafts Board and overruled
by the Department of the Interior is apparently based on an unfortunate misunder­
standing of the facts.

lISince your article was given nevrspaper publicity, I am taking the liberty of
releasing this letter to the press as a'means of setting the public record straight. 11
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