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INFORMATION SERVICE

For Release DECEMBER 28, 1954

FORT YUMA INDIAt1 RESERVATION SHIFTED TO INDIAN BUREAU PHOENI:A AREA

Secretary of the Interior Douglas McKay today announced that the Fort Yuma
Indian Reserva.tion, located in southea.stern California. just north of Yuma, Arizona,
will be transferred on January 1 from the jurisdiction of the Indian Bureau office
at Sacramento, California, to the area office at Phoenix, Ariz.

The move is being made primarily because of specia.l -ties whieh the Fort Yuma
Indians ha.ve with other Indian groups on the Arizona side of the Colorado River.

Fort Yuma Reservation was establ:i.shed in 1917 in the easternmost pa.rt of
Imperia.1 County, California, a.nd compri.ses approximately 7,800 acres. The Indian
population :i.B estima.ted at slightly under 1,000.
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