il

v

ADDRESS BY THIE VICE PRICSIDENT : /’7\72"."

CNATICNAL CCNGRESS CT ANMIERICAN INDIANS

OCTORER 8, 1969 - ALBUQUIERQUE, 1\'1‘"\” MEXICO

"‘DELWFRY TIME: 1:45 MDT (2:45P. M., EDT)

FOR RELEASE: at 13309, M, MDT (J.jo 2, M. EDT)
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I have looked forward to this day -~ to the chance to meet with you, to share in
your 25th Anniversary celebration, to congratulate you -- and espegially your
charter members, some of whom axe here today -« for your vision and leadershi

Ag impressive as your past growth has been, even rnore impressive are the
prospects for your contributicns to the Indian future. 25 never before, the natio:

is aware of Indian problems and the need for clear, decisive Indian leadership is
urgent, ’

As a representative of government, I am c—:speci;}]ly’ interested in Indian leadershi
because I am convinced that the Indizn poople and their Federal govermment must
work more closely lha\.n ever before.

The President's statement, delivered to the last NC’I Convcntwon in Cmaha, still
ptands, This Administration covoscs termination, ‘This Administration fayvors

the continvation of the trust rolauons}no and the protection of Indian lands and

Indian resources.

/et us now and forever put to rest all fears and begin positive action togethes.
For every Indian problem there is also an Indian opportunity. Building upon that
special relationship befween Indian tribes and the Federal government, we will
golve the problems and open the opportunitics, '

There is no question that this special relationship will and must continue. It is
its quality that should concern us most, '

Not one of us who has responsibility can be cornplacent about Indian Affairs, Anc
no one who is sincercly intercsted will allow the plight of the Indian people to be

~used for publicity, politics oxr personal advantage,

Isee no merit in trying to place blame fox the present sifvation, Too much enex
has been diverted already to excuses for conditions of life that any sensitive pers
can see arc inadequate, '

You do not want our apologics and you do not need our explanations. You want an
need action,  And it is thme for action.
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There is a desperate shovtage of job opportunity, Indian unemployrment runs up to
\ . v 13 .
n times the national average in this year of record employment,

-~ Housing shortages still plague more tban half the families
living in Indian commmunities

«~ Schools for Indian children ave underfinanced and deficient

-« Hardship invades almost every phasc of wdl\fldual 2nd
community life,

X do not have to po into defails with you, You know the facts better than I, It is
time to move forward, We must have improvement and a sense of dircction,

This /xdmm stration understands that there is no single solution to Indian problems
There is no such thing as "ihe Indian problem. " A rich diversity of culture,
language and background characterizes Indian commum icg across America, No

single sct of propgrams will fit (,vcw,whcrc\ ¢ : '

This Administration does not even e» rpect complete uniformity and agreement
among Indians ag to their own goals or needs or desired programs. We must be -
flexible, Xor too long the Indian has been forced to fit a particular program.
From now on the propgrams will be tailored to fit the particulay Indian require-
ments. We will work with the Indian people on a community-by~community and
ibe~by-tribe basis to develop programs best suited to local needs and priorities.

mdian tribes posscss a unique and direct relationship with the Federal government
which is derived from several sources. Fiest, it is a legal velationship, Througt
treaty and law, Indian communities are entitled to cextein services from the
Tederal government,

fg a yesult of the treaties, the Indian people surrendescd their Jand to the Federal
government under certain wpmevidalls conditions of trust and good faith.  The
government undertook a sacred trust to finance basic pregrarns such as health and
education. In attempting to respond to their obligation, Congress has cnacted muc
legislation affecting Indians., Some of it has been sugcessful but too much has
failed to carry out its objective.

It is important to remember that Federal support of Indian scrvices is; to a great
extent, Jepgally due the Indian community, Thesce arc not services offercd at the
pleasure of the govermment but solemn obligations to a people who accepted a good
faith seltlement in reliance on governmental intearity.,

Moxeover, there is a formal basis for the special relationship between the Indians
and their government, Congresa, by establishing the Indian Claims Commission,
~knowlcedped the integrity of Tribes as lepal entitics, This created the way for

> govermment to acknowledge debts and obligations to the Indian people
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Thus, the special efforts to offsct costs of certain services in Indian communitics
]

arc the rights of the communities and the legal and moral obligations of the
Federal government. 2Eut there remains a crucial distinction that has been

gencrally ignored for the past 150 ycars,

Government may have the absolute duty to provide scrvices, but that does not
necessarily iroply that government must perform and administer those same

services.
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< It is coupletely feasinle that a service be fUnded'Tedera11y '

- but run Tocally. Tnere have been some tentativo .approaches 3In this
direction recently. dut, in uy view, tacse approaches fail o
establish clearly the willingness of toe gyovernment to consiucr loca

../ tdeas and arrangements. S

=

1ost who observe the Indian scane use the vord paternalism to
describe covernment's relationsuip with tae Indians. That may be
true, but it is not necessary. Ye have never nhad a oeniur 0pportuq1
to change thnis attitude. .
One obstacle to & serious lanagemeat effort on the part of some _
Indian groups avises from the fear that proposals for local initiati
may becoone the First step in a Federal pull-out of funds and
responsibi]itiﬂﬁ. Stucy of Indian history certainly would cause a
pevson to bz suspicious. lowever, I uant to reassure you tinat tnis
fiministration recocnizes the lo a] ricnt of the Tadian community
to be provided . basic svxv cvs an tnu legal responsinilivy of
the Feveral governuwent to finance thern. ¢

But while we urge greater local 1ca fership, we will not force it
nor use its fumeciate absenca to deny assistance. Tne Inuian
people wust ndave toae rigat to accept or reject lecal coatrol. In
tact, no change in the overaticn of federally funded services
shou]d 50 foruvard without full Tocal discussion and. agr2euent,
4°QU&LL safeguaras can de cvevelopeuw to cuarantee that Federal
r05p0n310ilitics are recognized and continuec.
»Sowe communities might want no part of change nos. Others it
prefer maxinun local adw/inistrative authority anu responsibx];t'.
A full range of alternaztives should be available. above all, the
Feceral government rnust be ready at all times to respond to
reasonab]e local deterninations.

The 1ational Council on Incian dpportunity ~- wnich, as Vice
President, I c”air -~ is one newly crecated agency to serve in
developing newv proarawus and proposals. Six Amarican Indian leaders
sarve on tne Counci] by Prosiaential appeintment. Tney are full
participating membars whose voices anu votes are cequal to those
ot the scven mowbers who are heaas of major Federal aepariments
responsivte for Iadian programs, or, Chino, your wistinguished

« President, nr. VYalandra, your treasurer, and ur, Jouruain, ong of
your vegional vice presicents, serve on thne Council,

This s the first tinme in the history of Federal-Indian relations
that the Inu1un peovle have had tnis ‘yvo of ovficial recocnition
anag representatien. It gives us o better chance of solving the

problens because your leduers will pa certain we understand them
fully and will personally assist in tue solutions. i

I appreciate and support the wCAI endorscment of the Council. Your
statenent auovted in Albuquerque Tast aay read in part: “There is
| Ao otaer Tike body which gives. the Indian people suchivital’ .
ooparticipation in the. 01<cus ion and solution of.their problems.!
I am coniident that the future, will bear.out your faith.
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" Tocay, it is realistic to talk of Iadian communities as se 1f—

dete|w1n|ng. core Indian youta ave in collece than cver vefore,
iiore Indian leade P%an is serving the nation. A mewber of iy
personal staff -- loouy Saeed, an Indian, a scholar anu a wuite
House Fellow ~- provides but one exainle,

hany an educates and gedicat2a Indian youtn wvoula gladly return to
his comaunity to acminister inportant proyrains woere taeopportunity
to do so truly availasle. U tuzse young people are impatient
with excuses anc celays. Taey waht real involvisent, not rere
tokenisn. : ' >

The American Incian and the Federal government have a clear agenda
for action.
e must tap the wealth of talent among young Indian leadership

lie must resolve the unadjusted clainus of native Alaskans.

x
tle must coire to grips with the nrovlens of California Indians livin
ont public Tanus without ouiership.

He imust attack the problems of Indians isolated in remote reservati

~which Tack sufficient resources.

e nust give priovity attention to tne increa sing nunbey of 1a§d1em
Indians now Tiving in urbai centers who seek to bridge two cultures
in an alien envivonment.

ile wust capitalize upon tihe unique relationship between the Indian
people ana the Federal governiaent to sotve taesae probleas.,

This Awinistration rec0un1/ s tnat the time of oratory and togenig
is past. The tiwe Tor acticn has come. The tiue for_paterna]1sm_n
past, the time for Inaian Teacersaip nas come, The time ¥For studie
anc promises nas past, tae time for solution and pro¢ress ias cowe.

This wveek's (CAI deliberations i1l serve as a major source of
guidance to Secretary Hickel, to Commissioner bruce, to me and to
all concerned Federal officials.

You are confronting vital issues on Indian right< resavvation
developuent, tax status and ecucation. ovut of these sessions will
conie creative ideas. '

Hhile we pay proper respoect for the past, ‘let us focus on tne futgm
Let us achicve a partnersaip betuween the American Invians and their
government tnat is prouwuctive anw yorthy of our nighest efforts.

Therve 1s a new Administration in Masaincton, a new awareness in
the country., Together, we nust dray upon both te crcate a new era
of progress for the aAmerican Indian.
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