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CROW INDIANS OFF TO EUROPE TO BRING .BACK TOURISTS trWR

PACKAGE TOUR OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS
'i

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Sixteen Crow Indians were greeteciiby newsmen
Embassy officials at Dulles Airport here Tuesday as they changed from the
airplane that brought them from Billings, Mo.nt., toP one that would take
them to London, England on an European tourth~ may rival those staged by
Buffalo Bill Cody.
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The tour is designed to help attract European tourists to three
American tours packaged particularly for them-- two seven.'.day tours, one
a fifteen-day tour. The tours will include a visit to fiv~ Indian
reservations -- the Crow, Blackfeet, Northern Cheyenne, anq Fll':1thead, an
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in Montana, and the Wind River in Wyoming.

The delegation is headed by Crow Triba~ Chairman Davi1 Stewart, and
includes Phillip and Martha Beaumont, Emma Tillie Bird Hat,! Donald and ,
Agnes Deer Nose, Ernest Holds the Enemy, David and Gladys Jefferson, Hug~

and William Little Owl, Dennis and Beverly Sanders, Patric~ and Sharon I

Stands Over Bull, and Adelia Stewart. I

The Crow Tribe has spearheaded the pack1ge-tour plan, an idea that
sprang to life on the Crow Reservation t\vO years ago and is, expected to
climax in 1973 by the arrival of 600 Germans to "Indian country.ll They
will start their trip at the Crow Indians' resort, "Sun Lodge."

In commenting on the tour Louis R. Bruce, Commissioner! of the
Department of the Interior's Bureau of Indian Affairs that helped financ
the European trip said: '~s far as I know this is the first successful
effort to attract Europeans to the United States on the basis of its
unique culture -- the American Indians."

"These tours will bring dollars to the Indian reservations. They
will bring money to the United States from abroad. They wi~l help build
goodwill abroad. We are proud to be a part of an effort that involves
so many 'pluses.'"

lbe Crow Indians at Dulles Airport were in street clothes but they
had in their baggage regalia that will help them put on a performance of
an hour or more t\vice a day throughout Germany and periodic performances
elsewhere in Europe. .
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"Marshall Foch came to Arlington, Va. to he~p dedicate Ithe Tomb of
the Unl<nown Soldier at the close of t%VId WaX', I. Cr6w. Chiefi Plenty CO\lPS
our outstanding chief, represented ·Indian wal:':riors in the military at ~he

same event. Foch liked Chief Plenty Coups. He told the Chief he would i

like an Indian name. Chief P.len.ty COHpS told the Marshall 'You step foot
on my land and then you will be given an Indian name.'

The tours that ortginate in Germar'l.y are ialready being ted by a
larg~ German department store chain wh<jlse ~eadquarters are Frankfurt.
The draw Indians will attempt to interest private audiences London,
England, Copenhagen, Sweden, Venice and Milan, Italy, and in Paris,
France, in sponsoring similar tours originat~ng from those cities.
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One special facet of the trip so tar as 'the Indians are. concerned is

a proposed visit to the crypt of Field Marshall Ferdinand Foch in Paris.
I

David Stewart told the story of ,vhy the group had a special i,interest in
Marshall Foeh. !, ,

'I.'he performance they plan include
smoke of the Indian pip.e es tablishes
bustle dance, in which the exploits of
tribal history by war chiefs, a grass
and· ~ victory or circle dance.
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"Chief Plenty Coups had almost forgotten the incident whefi.., the next
year, he got a letter from Marshall Foch reminding hi~ of his remark and
saying that he would make aspedal tr~p to v!is:Lt the Crow Indian :Reserva­
tion. Chief PlelJ,ty Coups said that in honor bf his visit he would give
the Marshall the/best of his Iudian names -- Chief of all Chiefs. Foch
was adopted into! the Crow Tribe by that name. It is my understanding that
'Chief of all Chiefs' is inscribed on Harshall Foch' s crypt."

Stewart concluded his s tory by pointing out that his title was "triball
chairman" instead of "Chief" because the title "Chief" was abolished with Ii
the death of Chief Plenty Coups. "Re was so puts tanding that no one could I
follow in his footsteps," explained Ste,vart.1 "So the title was buried wit*
him. "

•

Greeting the Crow Indians at the airport were representatives of
several embassies representing countries the Crows will visit. These
included representatives from the German, Swiss, and Austrian embassi.es.

The Gcnnan ·representatives indicated that some of the interest in
Indians in Gern~ny has been generated by a series of books by the German
author Karl May, wpo vividly portrayed the Plains Indians although he
never visited the United States.

When the Europeans tour, they ~ll fly to Billings,Mont., then board
buses for the remainder of their stay. In a typical tour they will be
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On the Wind River Indian ReservaF0nJ t~~y will see th~gtayes of I;

Chief Washakie and Sacjawea, guide fot th~rewiS and Clark Expe~ition• II!.
They irl11 visit the Grand Tetons and Yellpw~tone National Parks ~ a !ii
Wyoming "ghost to~m." ,Also included willi bf! a trip to Hungary morse , ,II
Damalld Glacier Nationi'll Park. as weq a s., 'I t1:le nearby: ,Flathyad and Blackfeet
India~ Reservations.

i j
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given, an outdoor barbeque by Crow IndJ.ans!, ~kke part in a campfire
progr~m and listen to an Indian lore tect~r~1 by a Crow•. They will tour
Custer National Battlefield. They will be Btesented with a medicine
bag by the Northern Cheyenne Indians ~nd li~t:en to a brief history of
the tribe when they visit that reserv$tiOn.J The tour includes a visit
to Big Horn National Recrea tion Area, Ia gues t ranch, and va:dous wes tern!
museums.
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