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SALT RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY GETS AMERICAN INSTITUTE
OF PLANNERS MERTTORIOUS PROGRAM AWARD,

L
/
The Salt River Indian Communlty, near Phoenlx, Ariz., was

awarded the Meritorious Program Award of the Amerlcan Instltute of
Planners Sunday, October 8 during the annual conference of the Institufe
&t the Sheraton-Boston Hotel in Boston, M%ss. The award is for the
social planning the Indian community hasg éeveloped‘over a five year
period. This will be the first tim% in the history of the Insfitute's
awvard program‘that the award has goée to an Indian COmmunity.

Receiving the award was Paul Smlth Presldent Salt River Indian |
Community. He was accompanled by Gardet Gates, the Communlty 8 Vle
President, and Vivian Andrews, Exec?tlve Secretary. The award was
presented by Dorn C. McGrath, Jr., Institéte President.,

Awards were also given Metro Center, %altimore, and the Twin
Cities -- Minneapolis-St. Paul. |

The Indian community was nominéted for the award byvthe Desert
Southwést Chapﬁer of the American Instituﬁe of Planﬁers.

The citation that accompanied the award reads;



Whereas the Pima and Maricopa peogles who comprise the Salt

River Indian Community of approximately 2,000 persons on h9,000
acres of land near Scottsdale, Ariz., recognizing their economic

difficulties, the increasing urbanization surrounding them and
i [ i |

that their land was literally their only resource, have inltiaied
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the first major plannlng progran of its klnd andi ,§ ] ﬁ o
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Whereas, the Communlty, recognlzlng the need to retaln 1ts

owm identity, while producing a plann1ng prqgram which will enable
it to improve its facilities, services and economio position has
involved over 90 percent of its citizens‘ﬁirectly ln the planning
process, s0 that for the first time a plan has been created for an
Indian community by an Indlan communlty, end E %
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Whereas the planning program has develoged 51nce 1967 such ele-

ments as creation of citizen part1c1pat10n, the development of a

general plan, and the evolution of effectlYe adminlstrative guldes

for implementation, including capital imp?ovement programming, and
 Whereas, through its planning efforts the Salt River Indian Community

has made such measurable improvements as the adoption of a new Consti-

tuition, the hiring of paidwprofessional admlnlstratlve personnel

a major decrease in unemplgyment, new educatlonal programs, the con- |
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struction of an industrial park, the a?ogtlon of zoning regulations,
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and the improvement of its housing stoek’to the point where housing

is now adequate for 30 percent of its families, and
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Whereas, the Salt River Indian Conm@ﬁity has set & record ?
N ek L
of its accomplishment in plénning and'naﬁégement unparalleled for |
1 : R
any effort of its kind, one which can on}j be viewed with humility
by those whoge initial resources are go mﬁchlgreater, an exsmple
of . resourcefulness and couraée, il
. Now, be it therefore resolved by the Board of Governors of the
 American Institute of Planners that the gE;V . 3 : ’EN
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Salt River Pima-Maricopa [ndibn£Community | ﬁ
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Be presented with a Meritorious Program Award in the category! -
. . : ! | : ;E:
of social responsibility by this Institutel l
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