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IrQEPARTIWENT oi lhe INTERIOR

news release

.OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

For Immediaté'Release-August 11, 1972

= KENAI NATIVE ASSOCIATION TO ACQUIRE
WILDWOOD AIR FORCE STATION IN ALASKA

Secretary of the Interior Rogers C.B. Morton'today announced that
the Department of the Interior has entered iqﬁo a use égreement with
the Department of the Air Force to preserve Wildwood Air Force Station

near Kenai, Alaska, in good condition until arrangements can be made to

transfer titlé‘to the base to the Kenai Native Association. Interim uses

planned for the facillty include a program for boardlng hlgh schooel

students and Indian Actlon Team act1v1ties
"Vice President Agnew, who is deeply interested in this program,

and T are pleased to be able to make this érrangemeht which will further

“the program‘of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, give the Kenai Native

Association an obportunity‘to take a stépvforward'in‘bhilding an economic
base in their community, and advaﬂcevPreSident Nixon's program of éelf-
detefmination;" Morton said.

Wildwood Air Force Base was constructed and actived by the U.S. Army
in 1953 as a communications station. It was transferred to the Air Force
in 1965 to implement the policy of consolidating all long haul communica-
tions in Alaska under the Air Force as Agent for Defense Communications ,
Agency. The base encompasses approximately 4,300 acres, has 65 buildings
including 18 family units with a total area of 471 000 'sq. ft. The
inactivation of the mission and closure of the station by July 1, 1972

- was announiced by the Air Force on September 29, 1971.
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