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INTERIOR OFFICIAL TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM INDIVIDUAL
NATIVES IN ANCHORAGE MEETING NEXT TUESDAY

Assistant Secretary of the Interior Harrison Loesch will hold a
public lTIeeting in Anchorage • .Alaska. in the Sidney Laurence Auditol:'ium
onTuesday, February 8, from 8:00 p.lTI. to 9:30 R.m •• A.S.T.
(Anchorage tilTIe). . .

j

The public lTIeeting, Secretary Loesch said, will give individual
residents the opportunity to ask questions concerning the DepartlTIent
of the Interior's plans for administration of the enrolllTIent and the
corporate organizations under the new Alaska Native ClailTIs SettlelTIent
Act.

Secretary Loe$ch said that the discussions in both private and public
lTIeetings during his visit to Alaska, February 7,8 and 9, will focus
on two lTIajor admin.istrative lTIatters: first, the plans for developing
Native enrollment and, second, the organization of the regional and
village corporationf;l., He further stated that DepartITIental positions
concerning State land selections and Federal land withdrawals have
not been sufficiently developed to discuss at this point.

"I feel that lTIany Natives will want to ask questions that we lTIay
not cover in our talks with State and Native leaders," Loesch said.
"Public understandi,ng of this landmark legislation is crucial and this
AdlTIinistration frorp President Nixon on down the line is comlTIitted
to lTIake the Act work effectively in the interest of all."

Secretary Loesch will meet with Alaska Governor WillialTI A. Egan
and other State officials in Juneau on Monday, February 7. He will
spend Tuesday and Wednesday lTIeeting with Federal officials and Native
leade,rs in Anchorage. He will speak to the Anchorage Press Club at
noon on Wednesday~ February 9.

The Alaska Native ClaimsSettlelTIent Act provides for each Native
Village to select as lTIuch as 7 townships from nearby public lands and
for additional selections to be lTIade by corporation!,! lTIade by corporations
lTIade up of regional native associations, for a total of40 lTIillion acres of
public land to be gr<;l.nted in settlelTIent of all Native land c1ailTIS~.
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