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IT IS A VERY GREAT HONOR TO APPEAR BEFORE THIS

DISTINGUISHED AUDIENCE

I KNOW THAT YOU ARE AWARE THAT THE PROBLEMS OF NATIVE
..

AMERICANS ARE GATHERING, DAY BY DAY, AN INCREASIr~G AND LONG
, .

~RDUE AWARENESS AND COMMIT~1ENT IN THE CONSCIENCE OF ALL

MERICANS --AND CERTAINLY WITH THE UNITED STATES

GOVERNf1ENT,

NOTE: This text is the basis of Secretary Weinberger"s
oral remarks. It should be used with the understanding
that some material may be added or omitted during
presentation.



2.

BUT I AM SURE THAT EVEN AT THIS LATE HOUR, WE STILL

DO NOT FULLY COMPREHEND ALL THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE TO MAKE

OUR CONSTITUTIONAL PLEDGE OF EQUALITY A LIVING AND MEANINGFUL

REALITY FOR INDIANS.

I DO BELIEVE, HOWEVER,THAT OUR FAILINGS NOW ARE MORE

OF OMISSION THAN COMMISSION--MORE FROM MISUNDERSTANDING OF

THE NEEDS, RATHER THAN ANY PLOT TO DENY RIGHTS AND NEEDED PRO-

GRAMS. AND ONE OF THE THINGS I HOPE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT, AND

QUICKLY IS YOUR REAL NEEDS.

HOPE AND I THAT OUR AWARENESS OF THOSE NEEDS, .

ILL PERMIT US TO DEVELOP THAT BASIC UNDERSTANDING NECESSARY

TRUST

FOR BEGINNING ON A NEW INDIAN ERA IN WHICH--AS PRESIDENT ~JIXON

HAS DECLARED--"THE INDIAN FUTURE IS DETERMINED BY INDIAN ACTS

AND INDIAN DECISIONS."

I WOULD LIKEWE THINK WE MAY HAVE MADE SUCH A START.

TO TALK TO YOU TODAY ABOUT OUR DEPARTMENT'S EXPANDING ROLE IN

INDIAN'AFFAIRS.

IS A,DEPARTMENT WHICH SERVES PEOPLE: AND EVEN MORE

IMPORTANT HELPS PEOPLE HELP THEMSELVES.
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OUR PEOPLE ARE EXPERIENCED IN DEALING WITH THE BASIC

PROBLEMS THAT PLAGUE YOU--SUCH AS POVERTYJ BAD HEALTHJ ISOLATION"

DISCRIMINATIONJ INFERIOR EDUCATIONJ NEGLIGIBLE ECONOMIC

OPPORTUNITY) ALCOHOLISM AND MATTERS OF SOCIAL WELFARE--

PROBLEMS THAT ARE NOT UNIQUE TO ANY ONE PEOPLE OR RACE.

SO THE VERY FACT THAT SOME ADDITIONAL INDIAN PROGRAMS

ARE NOW LODGED WITH HEW IS A STEP FORWARD--THE INDIAN PROGRAMS

IN HEW WILL BE NURTURED~ SUSTAINED AND ENHANCED BY ALL OUR

OTHER PROGRAMS AND PEOPLE WHO DEAL EVERY DAY WITH THE PROBLEMS

OF THE DISADVANTAGED.

As WE WORK MORE WITH YOU ON THESE MATTERS OF 'GRAVE

MUTUAL CONCERNJ HE\1 WILL BE DOING SO WITH AN ACUTE AWARENESS

OF THE TREATY RELATIONSHIP AND THE DEEP OBLIGATION WE HAVE

TO ,'OU AS NATIVE CITIZENS OF THIS LAND.

IN PARTICULAR} I WANT TO ALLAY ANY FEARS YOU MIGHT HAVE

THAT" IN OUR CONCERN FOR YOU AS A PEOPLE1 WE MIG~IT LOSE SIGHT

OF YOUR TRADITIONAL CONCERN FOR AND DESIRE TO RETAIN NATURAL

WE KNOW OF YOUR NEVER-ENDING STRUGGLE TO ENJOY THEM.RESOURCES.

..

\~E CAN ASSURE YOU THAT OUR DELIVERY OF HE\~ SERVICES

WILL NEVER DEPEND ON THE RELINQUISHMENT BY YOU OF ANY OF THOSE

NATURAL RESOURCES
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"RESTORTATIONIN RECOGNITION OF YOUR CONVENTION THEMEJ

r~ow/'l WE SHOULD NOTE THAT SOME LANDS ABE BEING RESTORED TO

THEIR RIGHTFUL ~~ATIVE AMERICAN OWNERS--L18/OOO ACRES OF SACRED

LAND NEAR BLUE LAKE TO THE TAOS PUEBLO; 21/000 ACRES TO THE

THE USE OF PYRAMID LAKE WATERS TO THE PAIUTEYAKIMA NATION;

THE ~~OUSE OVERWHELM 1 NGL Y F~SSED ATRIBE; AND MOST RECENTLY}

THAT WOULD RESTORE LAND AND GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO THE

MENOMINEE TRIBE OF WISCONSIN. As THE PRESIDENT MADE CLEAR

HIS MESSAGE TO THE CONVENTIONJ WE SINCERELY HOPE THAT THIS

AM AWARE THAT ONE REASON WHY I WAS INVITED TO ADDRESS

A NE\~ ALLY IN THE STRUGGLE TO IMPROVE THE LIVING CONDITIONS AND

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE INDIAN PEOPLE. IT IS RIGHT THAT YOU SHOULD.

--LAST YEAR"

OF EDUCATION NEW RESPONSIBILITIES.

OPPORTUNITY'S INDIAN PROGRAM.
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'r'JAt4T TO MENTION HERE THAT OUR DEPARTMENT HAS TAKEN

OVER MORE FROr~ THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY THAN JUST

SOME OF THE OED PROGRA~'S. OUR UNDER SECRETARY OF HEW--THE

DEPARTMENT'S SECOI~D OFFICER--IS FRANK CARLUCCI, THE FORf"\ER

DIRECTOR OF OEO WHO HAS BEEN INTIMATELY INVOLVED IN THE

MANAGEMEt~T OF IND IAN PROGRAMS FOR A NU~1BER OF YEARS.

FRAt~K AND \~ORK TOGETHER CONSTANTLY, AND HIS ADVICE TO

ME ON POLICY DEVELOPMENT IS INVALUABLE. THUS YOU MAY BE CERTAIt~

THAT OUR CONTIt~UING SCRUTIr~G OF INDIAN PROGRAr~S TAKES PLACE AT

THE TOP, AS WELL AS IN THE VARIOUS OPERATING BUREAUS AND AGENCIES.

So HE~' OBVIOUSLY IS GAINING A GREATER STAKF IN YOUR

")rUR~. I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT WE ARE MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO

BRING GREATER KNOV/LEDGE AND EVEN MORE EFFORT TO THE PROGRAMS

PROGRAt-1S I

PROBLEMS IN WHICH WE HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST.
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THE NEW OFFICE WILL ADMINISTER THE SPECIAL INDIAN

SELF-DETERMINATION. PROGRAMS BUT A MAJOR CHANGE WILL BE MADE

IN THE WAY THESE PROGRAMS OPERATE THIS FISCAL YEAR. THE

GRANTS WILL BE MADE DIRECTLY TO TRIBAL COUNCILS, WHO MAY THEN

SELECT ADMINISTERING AGENCIES OR USE THE FUNDS IN OTHER WAYS

THAT WILL CARRY OUT THE ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY OF SELF-

DETERMINATION FOR INDIANS.

AN EXPANDED BUDGET IN THIS PROGRAM WILL ENABLE TRIBAL

COUNCILS TO DETERMINE THEIR OWN PRIORITIES, AND FUND THEM

ACCORDINGLY. WE DO INTEND, AS WELL, TO

SPECIAL EMPHASIS TO URBAN INDIAN CENTERS.

GIVE

WHICH CONGRESS ENACTED LAST YEAR. THE PROGRAM WILL BE

ADMINISTERED BY A DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN EDUCATION. WE

ACTIVELY SOLICITED AND ARE NOW REVIEWING THE SUGGESTIONS OF

THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION FOR A PERSON

TO BE APPOINTED TO THIS HIGH POST.

SO THAT THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS CAN DEVELOP THEIR FUr~DING
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To ASSURE INDIAN PARTICIPATION IN THIS t~EW PROGRAM, THE

ACT REQUIRES THAT ALL PROJECTS RECEIVING FUNDS MUST BE DEVELOPED

IN COOPERATION WITH THE Ir~DIAN POPULATION TO BE SERVED, IN-

CLUDING TRIBES, PARENTS AND, WHERE APPLICABLE, THE STUDENTS

THEMSELVES.

THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION WILLCONTINUE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL

FUNDS UNDER THE MORE TRADITIONAL IMPACT AID PROGRAM Ar~D TITLE

I OF THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT WHICH FOCUSES

MONEY ON DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN. BUT WE HOPE THfT UNDER THE

LEADERSHIP OF A DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, WHO IS HIMSELF A NATIVE

AMERICAN, THAT ALL OUR EDUCATION PROGRAMS WILL BETTER MEET
,
WHAT YOU PERCEIVE TO BE THE NEEDS OF YOUR CHILDREN;

EDUCATION IS A KEY TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND EDUCATION

WILL RECEIVE HEAVY HEW EMPHASIS AS WE MOVE DOWN THE ROAD THAT

LEADS TO FULL SELF-DETERMINATION.

ANOTHER NEW EFFORT WE HAVE UNDER WAY IS BEING ADMINISTERED

BY A SPECIAL INDIAN-ALASKA NATIVE DESK WITHIN OUR NATIONAL

INSTITUTE OF ALCOHOL ABUSE AND ALCOHOLISM,
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THEMSELVES SOLVE THEIR ALCOHOLISM PROBLEMS. WE ALSO

MADE A GRANT TO THE AMERICAN INDIAN COMMISSION ON ALCOHOLISM

DRUG ABUSE, WHICH HAS AN ALL-INDIAN STAFF AND IS PRO-

VIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO THE It~DIVIDUAL PROJECTS.

YEARS--THE INCREASING NUMBERS OF PEOPLE BEING SERVED AND

FAVORABLE IMPACT THIS HAS HAD ON DEATH RATES .'.i,ND THE

REDUCTION OF SERIOUS ILLNESS.

BUT YOU ALSO KNOW THAT WE ARE INTENSIFYING OUR EFFORTS

'IN THIS STRUGGLE OF OURS TO BRING THE HEALTH OF NA'TIVE

THAT IS WHYAMERICANS UP TO THAT OF THE GENERAL POPULATION.

WE ARE SPENDING MORE MONEY ON INDIAN HEALTH, BUILDING MORE

HOSPITALS, AND BRINGING MORE INDIANS INTO THE SERVICE THAN

EVER BEFORE.

THIS IS NO TIME TO SLACKEN OUR MOMENTUM ANDOBVIOUSLY,

WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF DOING SO. WE EXPECT TO SPEND OVER

$200 MILLION THIS YEAR--ALMOST DOUBLE THE 1969 LEVEL.

IS TO RAISE THE HEALTH OF THE 489,000 AMERICAN INDIAt~S AND

OUR 

GOAL

TO THE HIGHESTALASKA NATIVES FOR WHOM WE ARE RESPONSIBLE,

POSSIBLE LEVEL,
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TOWARD THIS END, WE HAVE GREATLY EXPANDED OPPORTUNITIES

FOR NATIVE AMERICANS TO BUILD HEALTH CAREERS WITHIN THE

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE..

AT THE PRESENT TIME, MORE THAN 53 PERCENT OF THE 7,142

FULL-TIME PERSONNEL OF IHS ARE INDIANS AND ALASKA NATIVES, .

MANY OF THESE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN TRAINED IN OUR SPECIAL SCHOOLS

AND COURSES CONDUCTED BY IHSI ALL-INDIAN TRIBAL BOARDS

PARTICIPATE FULLY ~IITH IHS STAFF IN PLANNING, OPERATING, AND

EVALUATING THE HEALTH PROGRAM AT EVERY ADMINISTRATIVE LEVEL.
..

OUR OFFICE OF HEALTH MANPOWER OPPORTUNITIES HAS TRAINED

MORE THAN LJ,OOO INDIANS AND ALASKA NATIVES AS ALLIED HEALTH
...

PROFESSIONALS. MORE THAN 1,600 HAVE BEEN TRAINED IN HEALTH
" .

~ADERSHIP AND HEALTH MANAGEME~JT POSITIONS AND FOR FURTHER

ADVANCEt.1ENT INTO THE HEALTH PROFESSIONS--INCLUDING PHYSICIAN

TRAINING, REGISTERED ~JURSE PROGRAMS FOR PRACTICAL NURSES, AND

SPECIAL NURSE TRAINING IN OBSTETRICS.

IN OUR RECENT REORGANIZATION OF THE HEALTH AREA, WE ~10VED

FROM AN ADVOCACY TYPE STRUCTURE TO A FUNCTIONAL APPROACH.

PREVIOUSLY ONE PERSON HAD REPRESENTED EACH PRINCIPAL MINORITY
.

GROUP, INCLUDING ONE FOR THE AMERICAN INDIANS ON A FUNCTIONAL

BASIS. HO\~EVER, RECOGNIZING THE UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN INDIAN, vJE MADE SPECIAL

PROVISIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN BY ESTABLISHING A LIAISON

OFFICE FOR INDIAN AFFAIRS IN THE NEW HEALTH RESOURCES ADMINIS-

ATION WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY IT WOULD BE TO COORDINATE THE
.

CTIVITIES OF'THAT AGENCY WITH THE INDIAN H~ALTH SERVICES IN HEW,

THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS IN DOl AND SO FORTH.
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THERE ARE NOTE~IORTHY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ACTIVITIES

FOR t1ANY YEARS THIS OFFICE WAS TOTALLY ABSORBED BY THE

THE LAST THREE YEARS, HO~~EVER,

SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO APPRECIATE AND REFLECT THE RICH CULTURAL
ILINGUISTIC HERITAGE OF INDIAN CHILDREN. .

Cor~PLIANCE ACTIVITIES UNDERWAY INOF NON-INDIAN CHILDREN.

POINT.

FINANCIAL AID FOR HIGHER EDUCATION.

WE FIND IT.Pt~CRIMrrI.\TION WHEREVER

~ !1ANY INDIAN .STUDENTS REGARDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF FEDERAL

OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO f.LIt"!lNATE
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SIMILARLY, A .MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AMONG THE

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS, THE Ir~DIAN HEALTH SERVICE, AND

THE MEDICAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION OF HEW HAS BEEN FINALIZED

WHICH WILL PROHIBIT ANY STATE OR LOCAL HOSPITAL OR EXTENDED

CARE FACILITY FROM TURNING AWAY INDIAN PATIENTS WHO CHOOSE

TO BE TREATED THERE BECAUSE SUCH PATIENTS ARE ALSO ELIGIBLE

FOR BENEFITS FROM THE INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE. FURTHER,

THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ESTABLISHES A SYSTEM

TO PREVENT INDIAN PEOPLE FROM BEING TURNED AWAY FROM STATE

AND LOCAL HEALTH CARE FACILITIES BECAUSE OF AN ALLEGED

I INABILITY TO PAY.

HOPE THAT YOU CAN SEE AS WE DO IN ALL THESE VARIOUS

STEPS A BEGINNING OF THAT NEW INDIAN ERA OF SELF-DETERMINATION

THAT WE ALL SEEK.

BUT POSSIBLY MORE IMPORTANT THAN INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS AND

FUNDS--IN THE LONG RANGE--MIGHT BE OUR BASIC APPROACH. IN-

STEAD OF I.ELLI~G you WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO, I AM INTERESTED

IN A_SKJ~~ YOU WHAT YOU BELIEVE WE SHOULD BE DOING--AND WHAT

I CAME HERE FULLY AS MUCH TOYOU THINK WE ARE DOING WRONG.

LEARN AS TO TALK.
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THIS MONTH) THE HEW OFF I CE OF ~JA T 1 VE AMER I CAN PROGRAMS

BEGAN A SERIES OF S.IX REGIONAL MEETINGS TO RECEIVE INDIAN

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS--AND COMPLAINTS--ON ACTIVITIES

THE NEW OFFICE SHOULD UNDERTAKE. SUCH MEETINGS ALREADY HAVE

TAKEN PLACE AT THE RESERVATIONS AT WARM SPRINGS} OREGON} AND

FORT BERTHOLD} NORTH DAKOTA.

URGE YOU} AND ALL INDIANS} TO TAKE A FULL" UN-

CONSTRAINED PART IN THESE SESSIONS--LET US HAVE YOUR

RECOMMENDATION AND SUGGESTIONS AND IDEAS. WE PLAN TO CONSULT

YOU ON A REGULAR BASIS AND WE WANT OUR PROGRAMS TO REFLECT

INDIAN NEEDS AND DESIRES.
\

IN THE PAST" I FEAR~ THE FEDERAL APPROACH WAS THAT

WE KNEW THE ANSWERS AND WE PROCLAIr~ED THOSE ANSWERS WITH

THE BOLD AND TOTAL CONFIDENCE THAT ONLY UNINFORMED PEOPLE

CAN PROJECT.

tJow1 AT LEAST1 WE ARE CONCEDING THAT WE DON'T KNOW

THE ANSWERS1 AND WE ARE SETTING OUT TO LEARN. WORK ON

EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR US AS WE WORK ON EDUCATION PROGRAMS

FOR YOU.




