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REMARKS OF MARVIN L. FRANKLIN, ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
FOR INDIAN AFFPAIRS, PONCA CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, FRIDAY, AUGUST 24, 1973

It is a great honor to be iaviicd {Ovpnrtiuipate-ihﬂthé
Annual Ceremonies of the Ponca 'r na be the guest of those
respected leaders of that tribe, Chalcmwan John Williams and

Councilman Dana ¥night.

It is also a distinct plecasucre Lo appcar before the Ponca

City Chamber of Commcrce forum and renew my acquaintance with so

many of my long-time friends.

I thank you for the privilégu‘und high honor of speaking to
you, and want to express my gratitudc for this hearty reccption
and’ the opportunity to‘discuss bolli problems and accomplishments
L have‘experienced as head of Indian aAffairs of our Federal

GCovernment.

Ponca City is one of the many citics in the United Statcs
that has the honor of being the namcsake of a great American
Indian Tribe. It has a large Indiun pupulation--has shared the
heritage,. culture and economy of muauy tribes--and yet, I wonder
if it, like other communities in our socicty, or indeed the
Nation itself, understands the Pcde responsibility to the
Indian citizen. For this rcason, 1 want very much to use this
opportunity té,sPQak to .you as corwmuliity leaders, and through

you, to others of the Nation.
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I was asked by the Secretary to come to Washington in
February of this year to assist him with the Bureau of Indian
Affajrs. I hadvsUEféred an unpkucuqcnted'aﬁoﬁﬁt'bfndiéarfdy;é

Commiséioner had been dismildsed Jie top echelon of manﬁge-

had resigned, the Washinqgioun office had fallen victim to a
militant.takeovcr with records stoler and destroyed. Field
offices and Indian schools had counmc upon uncasy times and‘tfibal
governments had the erie expericnce of being threaténéd. The
general public, and to some extent, the FFederal Government, was
not only confused but demahdcaiaffirmaﬁivévacticﬁ. The incident
at Wounded Kneekhad its roots in the Fall of last year and bloomed
into a confrontation at about the same time I arrived on the

Washington scene

Having been the head of an Indiun tribe for many years and

kﬁbﬁihgffirst hand“thcjfrustrations7o£ the American indiénf-it-

‘7w§S“déﬁ”difficult to hévela“foéling'¢f cémpassion‘and understand-
ihg for al;,factions—the Indians, government and the general

#%  public. Although many inequitics liave befallen the American

Indian, “all tribes, individuals and vrganizations seek the same

things--equality, opportunity and justicé. None can afford the

luxury of division of thought or purpose.

The Federal Government assumad an obligation by treaty or
agreement to a limited portion of the total Indian poﬁulatiOn,
Many tribal groups are not federally recognized and are not

extended the services of the Burcau of Indien Affairs. For the




ost part, those served by qoyernmgntvaro those tribes having a
land base in which governmcnt_hgsba Lrust rQSponsibility. rom
@his,pesponsibility_came the éhll

.iﬁélly_a'variety_of services. _WHU“'WC:mQaSUTQ11n¢i3ﬁ7aChiQYéméht;
we note a remarkable improvemenit n {ho nast twenty years. This
improvgmeht»is attributable to mainr Lhings-~the public and private
sectors, local comnunities and individuals~ebut most of.ali, the

initiative of the Indian himseclf.

The American Indian has a ba;kct of mixed blessings in his
xelationshipfto the Federal Governument. On the one hand, he has
the resdurces of’gbVernment“to,sustainfhim and provide some degree
of self-development. On the other fiand, he ‘is the victim of our
wlitical process. The Bureau’qﬂllndian Affairs‘is'his_qniy‘
excluSivéfagéncy in goVernment‘aﬂd”whilo woe hear'a great deal
aboutfits”ommissions as”exPrGSSCG'by‘an’indian community, seldom
dQQwe“héarvéf‘thefill treatmernt il y¢ts from the many égénciésTof
government as it carries out the rolec of being an advocate for

the Indian in government

At the outset I stated thqrc q;c £Qur’thingstMdQ¢m_impqrtant
to_thc]pxqtectign'of the American Indian and have laid the ground-

work for their future development:

First, an amendment to the United Gtates Constitution that
lays to rest once and forever the matter of termination of
Federal services by the unilateral acltion of any branch of

jovernment.




Second, a better opportunity for .articipation in the
financial resources ol our country. ‘his can be done in three

ways, an improved budget process, the use o covenue bond

financing for physical improvoments; dne A nie ional” banking

system for the Indian community.

Third, a massive Indian Rescrvalion Renewal Act that would
provide 5250 million each year for ten vears to bring not only
needed improvements in the rescrvalion propertics, but
simultancously eliminate unemployment and within the ten yecar
period develop 'a "gross nationdl pruduct" for each reservation
arca, Today the Federal-dollar merulyApasscs through the
reservation without the benefit of being "turned-over" to

>nerate a local economy.

Fourth, a complete study of ull laws, rules, requlations,
codes and manuals that affect the Federal relationship to the

American Indian.

All of these goals are in dircct support of the policy
announced by President Wixon in a wessage to Congress in' July
1970, a policy of greater sclf-determination for the Indian
tribes and their people. Thé Prosident reaffirmed the poliey in

his message of last March 1st, when he said:

"For Indian people the policy ol this Administration will
continue to be one of advancing. thicir opportuhities for self-
Aetermination, without termination vl the special Federal

clationsliip with rccognized Indian tribes.
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In keeping with that pdliéy; he Bureau of Indian Affairs

is structured to reflect the t wnking and the feelings of the

majority of Indian people., Wiww.o iacludes

1. Incouradging tribdey ro mrbacipate in the redirection of
existing programs in order to iusurcmg£1§9lpprioritie..

2. Increased assistance to Lhe Indian people for employment
of tribal members in their own consnunities
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3. Protection of Indian resources, with the highest priority
given to land titles, boundarioc:s, aud water rights.,
4. Increasing the nuwaboi anc woving the quality of roads

on Indian rescrvations to acceloerate their cconomic potential.

5. Increasing tribal control over Incdian education.

Each of these major items ig intended to move government
toward Indian—orientation rather thun a controlled environment

at the Federal level. And cach 15 succeceding in its purpose.

Now let's look at some of thc¢ accomplishments and see if we

have made any progress in the past six months:

To the credit of all, there 1y now a“greater cohesiveness of
purpose in the Indian community--hostility among Indians has

subsided and unity of purpose is now hore evident.

The governmental agencies, and puiticularly the Burcau of
Indian Affairs, are reccovering fron nanagement deficiencies and
opcrating more normally. In turn, they will become more respon-

sive to the needs of tribes and individuals.
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Progress is being made in the Condgress on I2gislation that

will provide many orportuniticr voer  Jdvancement on ITndian reserva-

tions and protcct *+he richts o i s ond  ndividuals.,

An American Indian National Saidk, owned Py the Tndian
community has been formed and will Locomn operative thig Fall.
It will be headquartered in Washingtun with access to the

financial circles of the dominant souciety

The Justice Department has uctivated a civil rights division
for the exclusive protection of thc merican Indian in hia

-

constitutional and tribal privileycs.
A bill has been introduced into the Senate to establish

commission to study and recommcnd revision of the laws govern-

ing the relationship of the PFederal Government to the Indian.

Tribal governments arec now wmobce active in exercising the
prerogative of a sovereignty and revising their constitutions

to become responsive to the nceds of their constituents.

Indian schools are now supervised by school boards with
Indian parents serving as memboers Lo assure responsive ceducation
for the Indian youth. Some schouls are being contracted to
Indian organization for total opcration of the educational

system.

Necdless to say--we have a lomny way to go, but compared to
the state of affairs a few monthz ayu, the probability of success

looks much brighter today.



May I conclude by quolino, o hearty agreenent, the
words of Secretary of the In o ¢ Morton:
"My areat hape Ov th nelic 2w o tne feelings he has

about himself. Ay mrayer is that soon he will sit at his table
and in truth be thanktul for the Liount s of tiuis land-~-his land
our land. I want his hecart to swell with pride that he is an
American, and that for him there is an American drcam. lle must
be comfortable in his heritage and proud of his ancestry. I pray
that he will feel himself a part ol the spirit and strength of

4
America."

In that sentiment, I know you will join with me.
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