


My years in the service have been the most valuable of my

Every door was opened to me, and I received an education

life.

I was trainedthat could not be duplicated anywhere in the world.

in aeronautics, navigation, electronics, and seamanship --and

later on, in journalism and public affairs.

I have three young sons, and believe me, if they should
.

become interested in a military career, I will encourage them and

tell them of its advantages.
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I would like to express my sincere appreciation to. all of
-~

for joining me today to discuss the many opportunities avail-

able in the armed forces for our Indian young people. I fully

appreciate the influence each of you have on our youth and the

important leadership responsibilities you share in this area.

Yours, 

as community leaders, is a noble interest of dedicated

service --and one I applaud. We certainly have much in common in

objectives of wanting better communications with our young

people.

Native Americans have played prominent roles in the military

.history of this country si~ce its very beginnings, some 200 years

:aao In 1778, George Wash1ngton wrote from Valley Forge to the

Commissioner of Indian Affairs: that he was bringing 4001 Indians
J
iinto his forces to serve as scouts and light troops.

Dr. 

Waldo, a surgeon at Valley Forge, wrote: "I was called

to relieve a soldier thought to be dying. He expired before I

reached the hut. He was an Indian, an excellent soldier, and has

fought for the very people who disinherited his forefathers."

These are some of the earliest recorded instances of Indian

participation in this country's military service.

Since then, Indian men and women have served in our armed

forces with honor and distinction. During the Civil War, Indian

regiments fought in both the Union and.Confederate Armies. The

S. Indian Scouts were established by order of the War Department

By 1867 there we're 474 scouts serving in theon August 1,

1866.Army.



One of the duties of the Indian Scouts was to supply the

post with meat. Legend has it that a Scout, given the ord.er to

jgo out and bag 60 turkeys and two deer for the post !.s -
Thanksgiving meal, sent back word after a day in the mountains,

"Are you sure thats all Yo\,! want?"

Continuing the traditions of their ancestors, many Indians

served gallantly in the armed forces during World Wars I and II,

the Korean War, and most recently, in Vietnam. Although not yet

citizens of the United States American Indians responded with

deep patriotism in World War I. Nearly 25,000 Indians are known

to have fought in that war

In fact, Indian contributions to the war effort in combat

.

and at home were so outstanding that American citizenship was

.gra~ted to thousands of honorably discharged Indian veterans.

The eventual passage in 1924 of an Act of Congress to extend

J

citizenship to all Indian people was a direct result of this

Indian support of our Nation at war.

Many of you, I'm sure, are familiar with one of the most

brilliant tactics devised by the U. S. forces to confuse the

enemy in World War II when the Navajo language was used as a "code"

for sending radio messages in the Pacific Theatre of operations.

The code was a highly sophisticated use of the language and

dialects of the Navajo Tribe, practically an unknown tongue at

that 'time. Ordinary codes used by the military were considered

obsolete within 24 hours, but the Navajo "code" was so effective

it remained unbroken throughout the war and the story of its





Last September,

School in Lawton.

Navajo.

candidate schools.

We are happy to note that the

and students there wanted it. That policy is in line with .President

They are

and Indian decisions."

What does self-determination mean?
According to Webster's,

compulsion."

achievement.

joining the ranks of the professionals. As lawyers, doctors,

Indian involvement at

essential for the self-determination goal to become a reality.
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At this workshop session you have heard of the growing

opportunities for young people available through career officer

These opportunities are much greater in number andprograms.

diversity now then they were for my generation.

There is much discussion these days about the problem of

Two Cultures and how we can survive in one without losing the

other. 

I have corne to the conclusion that's it's not necessarily.
an "either -or" proposition. Indians do not have to adopt one

It is quite possible --in fact,to the exclusion of the other.

quite interesting also --to train oneself to make a living in

the mainstream of American technology, and at the same time

cultivate through life the best of our Indian traditions.

It ~ be done, and if I were advising our yo~g people

on how to do it, I would give careful consideration to suggesting

they examine the avenues of opportunity open to them in

It could lead to the best years of their lives.today's Army.
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