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Cam1issioner of Indian Affairs t-'1orris 'rhallpson today announced the awarding

of two oontracts arrounting to nearly $9 million in Federal n'Oney for Bureau of

Indian Affairs day sch(X)ls at Acat1ita, ~ijew Io1exico, and Wanblee, South Dakota.

"These two smools, when CXJl-pleted, will se:rve a need tllat has existed for
nlany years," 'I'hallpson said.

About 500 children of kindergarten through high school age in vlanblee have
been attending class in rented buildings wi thin the town in n"K)bile units, and in
old rarrned-earth buildings. Tl'ley are na.l slated to get a $5,121,600 building that
will be of fraTe construction with brick veneer and have 95,518 square feet of
floor area.

() ACXJna Pueblo has had an elenentary school serving about 200 children in
kindergarten through sixth grade. Its new $3,563,869 school is expected to enroll
about 400 children and serve as a center of CX:Ii:munity life as well as a mJdem
educational facility. The building will be of concrete block construction and
have 87,945 feet of floor space. It will nave a flat roof and blend arcllitecturally
with the traditional Pueblo.

II AIrerican Indian children l1ave unique learning needs, II Corm1issioner

Thanpson said. IIr£hey need school facilities that take this into account and that
enable Indian children to bridge tile Indian and non-Indian war Ids .II

In eacl1 instance, a plaIming_carmittee nBde up of local citizens and
education specialists fra1l the bureau of Indian Affairs was fomro. It developed
a pr<XJram to provide educational facilities for tIle school population of the two
a::I1muni ties wi thin the grades served by the proposed new buildings as well as
spare for adult education classes, library services, and Cam1unity and cultural
uses.

Each school will include a new gyrIU1asiun and the school at 'Vianblee will
have a swirrming pool.

SuCCEssful bidder for the \ianblee School is R & S Construction Co., Rapid
City, South Dakota. Successful bidder for the Acrn1a School is is\1bke Construction
Co., Albu:ruerque, i~ew r~co.


