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DfJvid Mlikity, prf:SJ'.! , ,;)11,1 r;l1- ic.:tt Pnmp, vj.ce president, Battle Creek

Huron Band of Pote\olatomi. T!)::!'ians. mf.:t ,:o/ith Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Morris Thompson in Washii1,;i.:on, D. (;. 1.ast week to discuss Federal reognition

of their tribe.

"The group is int(:rf:st~d in ';:':j;"'.:!11.ded service for school, age and older

roembers in thE~ I3reas of h~,",lth, erJt,cl3tion, and social service benefits," Thomp-

son indicated.

0 It has an curullmeJ:'1. of 268

~:.~~ 

.;~ S tate c~3(':rvation of 120 acres. Ap-

proximately 40 of the 26(; el't'ollel'.., live un the ).20 acres, the other members

are scattered in nearby COllllTiuniti::,3.

The Commissioner of Illcl~.an AffBirs, in his discussion with the Indians,

pointed out that the procedure for rr:~dcrlll recognition W8S lengthy and would

\

invol ve the State of Michi.S';all, Bt:rf~.Jtl of Indilln Affuirs, Department of the

Interior snd its Solicitor, Bnd prclb!lbly, ultimately, the Congress.

Criteria for recognition in~]lldes (1) a stBtement from the Band, with a

majority of its members backing the rnove; (2) an enumeration of possible BrA

services that would apply to the enrollees; (3) number of the Band eligible

for services, wllich would iu',olve estnblishing a blood quantum for enrollment

It

and other efforts.

~BIA services to col'lsidcr, Thompson told the ~".I'Oup in \-1l1shington, D. C.,

are educlltion, ~elfllI'e.8ssistlince, on-the-job-tI'liining, housing, I'oad maintenance,

"It is not likely t118i' a grO\lp as .Y;mall as yC'urs with C1 l20-,acre landetc.


