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This election was exclusively a tribal election, supervised by a tribal
election board. It was the function of this board, under the tribal ordi-
nance, to conduct the election and certify its results. The tribal ordinance
also provides for the filing of complaints concerning election
and fraud with this board. The board is empowered to rule on
and, if warranted, recommend the calling of a ne election. In addition,
each candidate had a poll watcher at each of the 22 voting precincts.

IIII! I iPrior to the election the Bureau of Indian Affairs was requested to '1!1
provide for observers at the polls. The Community Relations Service of the
Justice Department sent two of its officials to Pine Ridge with the knowledge
of the Department of the Interior to look into the arrangements for the
election. During the election, two lawyers from the Civil Rights Division
of the Justice Department were at Pine Ridge to receive any complaints of
election irregularities, and their presence was known to both candidates and
their supporters.
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