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Ii.-1DIAl-J CQI.1MISSIONER DISQJSSES Pll;jE RIOOE REPORl'

Carmissioner of Indian Affairs r-Drris Thompson said today that IlBnY of
the recx:mrendations roade in a recently released report on tl'1e troubled
oonditions on the Pine Ridge Indian Resez:vation were being impl~ted.

Tl1e report was prepared by a special carmission appointed by tl1e
Secretary of the Interior. It dealt witl1 problems in law enforcerrent and
judicial serviCES, tribal govermrent, trust manageIIEnt functions, and
provision of services to outlying areas of tl1e reservation.

Thanpson said that he ~uld be neeting with tribal officials, BIA area
and agency staffs and other involved governrrental agencies to plan
future actions on the reservation. Steps already taken, ThaTJpson said,
included:

Tl1e addition of 26 new positions to tire laltl enforoonelt staff;

Appointnent of a new special offioor in charge of polire O'~rations;

AQ:Iuisition of needed new polioo velricles and unifonns;

uwrailiIlg of law enforc:enEl1t positions and initiation of ooncentrated
traini11g p:rograms ;

Provision of $65, 000 to assist the tribal court to catch up on a bac]dCXJ
of casepi

Catmunication witl1 tl1e tribe and the Law Enfor~t Assistanoo Adminis-
tration conoorning tl1e construction of a new detention and court facilities;

Provision of $20,000 through the Bureau's Office of Trust Responsibilities
to initiate a new land records syste:n for the reservation;

provision of $10 I 000 to the trire to plan iI[1proved amnunications on the
reservation I and

Scheduling of n¥)re than 75 miles of paved road construction for the
present fiscal year.

Thanpson said that he CDnsidered the choiCE of a new Superintendent for
p~ Ridge, the second largest reservation in tile CX)UIltry, of major importanre.

(more)



de adt.1ed that he supports the camdssion recx:JmeWtion tl1at a new position
of ~puty S~intendent be established at the Pine Ri<]ge Agel1cy. "Tl1e
~puty might ass~ major responsibility for tl1e internal a:ht1inistration of
Pr(XJrarfL'3 and ti1US free tile Superintendent to work nore closely \dtll tile
tribal oouncil and people tl1roughout the reservation."

'fhanpson said that a greater proportion of the law enforrenent staff
would be deployed in the outlying areas and that efforts \o.uuld be maje to
provid: detention and court facilities at Kyle to serve sore of tl1ese areas.I

The reservation has l.Jeen beset with extraordinary problems, including
frequent eruptions of violenre, since the occupation of \'buncled Knee in
1973. 1-1ost recently two FBI agents and one Indian were shot to deatl1 in
late June.
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