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I-JAVAJo-HOPI REIOCATlOO mffiSSlrn APromrm

Caimissioner of Indian Affairs Morris Thanpson announood today tile appoint-
n-ent of a t11ree-n"etlber t~avajo and Hopi Indian Relocation Camlission.

The nenbers of the Carmission are Hawley Atkinson, Sun City, Arizona;
Robert E. Ievis, Zuni , New lvk::'xico; am the Reverend Paul Urbano, Phoenix ,Arizona.

legislation passro Decenber 221 1974 to bring about a settleroont of a long
s"'.:anding lam dispute between the Navajo and Hopi Tribes established the Carmission
and its functions .

The purpose of me Camlission is t-a plan and direct a relocation program for
those Na\Tajo or Hopi Indians ~rlred to mJve fran their present residence as a
resuJ.t of tile settlarent of the land dispute.

A"dcinson is an econaric develqxrent consultant, who was special assistant
for eoonanic develcnrent to Governor Jack Williams of Arizona fran 1970-1975.
During this tilre and also fran 1968 to 1970 he had special responsibilities as
liaison iran the State of Arizona to t11e Four Comers Regional Cam1ission and
to the k:izGr'.a Indian irril>es. Previously, he had been employed by the Indian
~vel~.f\t District of Arizona and the Navajo Tribe.

~is was for many years the Chainnan of the ZtUri Tribal Council and is the
llmmiate Past President of t...~ National Tribal Chaixnen' s Association. Under
his leadership the zuni Tr~ assUlred responsibility for the direction of all
reservation PJ:CX3rarns provided by tl1e Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Ummo is the rector of the All Saints Episcopal Churcll in Phoonix. He
has held that. position sinre 1952. The Rev. Urbano is the Chainnan of the
De~t of Missions for the Diocese of Arizona and is the founder of the San
Pablo Sdl001 for Boys in Phoenix.

About 1. 8 D:'.illion acres of land in northeast Arizona is involved in the
dispute. This land canpletel y sm:rounds t1Je Hopi Reservation and is itself
canpletely surrounded by the i~avajo Reservation. It is camonly referred to
as the Navajo-ifq?i Joint Use Area~

The land was set aside by Executive Order in 1882 for the Hopis and such
other Indians that the Secretary of the Interior will settle thereon. The
l"Javajos, with the awroval of the BlJreau of Indian Affairs, mved into mst of
the Joint Use Area in the 1930 I S and are still there.
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The Suprere Court, ~ver, deteDnined that the ~ tribes had equal,

undivided interests in the land arrl the legislation n1aL-M:1ates a partition
of the land and the. renoval of the rrenbers of each tribe to its portion.
partition will requ:i-re the relocation of nenbers of both tribes, with the
possibility of as n-mlY as 7,000 mdividuals having to be relocated.

The

The legislation to settle the dispute requires the ~ tribes to seek a
negotiated settl~t within a ljj[lited tlm:. If they fail to achieve this,
the matter will then be settled by a court decision.
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