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0::l"'M~- Q.'Il II.~IAL'Il TRIJSI' ~Pa:~SIB~IFS BEING FOR-iED

Naninatians for ne11bers of a special cam1ittee to advise the SeCretary

of tbe Interior and tbe Bureau of Indian Affairs on administration of

Indian trust responsibilities are natoT being acCEpted, the Bureau of Indian

Affairs announced today.

The Advisory cannittee on Trust Resp)nsibilities will render advice
with respect to water rights, real property rights of every kind and nature,
and personal property rights wherein the United States has a trust
resp)nsibili ty to an Indian tribe i band, or cx:nnU.1ni ty .

The carmittee will act as a oonduit of infonnation and cooperation fran
federally-reoognized Indian people to the Secretary, and will establish
liaison betw'een various Indian groups.

~~

About 51 million acres of land and approximately $450 million are naY
held in trust by the United States for Indian triOOs arrl individuals. These
assets nUJSt be protected apd prodently developed to enhance their value.

The establishrrent of the ne..l amnittee, with its charter and functions,
was announced in the Federal Register March 11.

Naninations for the l6-nBnber group are nav being accepted by the
Secretary. The a:mnittee will include at least one person fran ead1 of the
BIA I s 12 administrative Areas and is expected to provide a balanCEd
representation of Indian interests with respect to the perfoI:Inance of the
trust responsibility of the Departnent. The nenbers appointed by the
Secretary will select their a-m chainnan and dete:tndne the internal
organizational structure of the Camlittee.
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