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~~~~RT!lliITY TO USE RESOURCES ES_S_ENTIAL FOR
INDIAN ~RIBES. SOLICITOR KRUL!rZ DECLARES

Leo M. KrUlitZ' f the Solicitor of the Th=partment of the Interior,

said today that unles Indian tribes can fulLy utilize their natural

resolurces, the opport nity to determine their own future will hold little
Iiprom:ise for them. I

In an address tO f the two-day conference of the Federal Bar Association

in Phoenix, Arizona, n Indian law, Krulitz :;aid: "Self-determination will

mean little to many N tive Americans if the :~ederal trustee does not insure
that water rights are prcserved.

"Water is often ~ritical to a full util:i.zation of a tribe's other
natu:ral resources. W"thout it Indian tribes may be prevented from pursuing
agril:ultural developm nt, ranching, and mine:ral exploration and production."

Krulitz said that just as the late 1960's saw a marked increase in our
awar4:ness of the enVi f onmental implications 4)f our actions, the late 1970's
will be seen as the y ars in which the publil~ becomes aware of the rights of

Indi;~ns to participat to the full extent of their rights in the wealth of

our Nation. Ii

"From Maine to Alaska, Indians are asse:rting rights denied them for
geneJrations, rights which have been too easi:ly ignored in the face of
conf:licting public po~icies," he said.

'IPresident Carter, Secretary Andrus, anti I are fully conscious of the
Fede]ral Government's ~rust responsibilities 'to Native Americans," he said.
"We .ire intent upon s~eing these responsibil:lties fulfilled. II

Outlining diffic lties in carrying out 1:he Department's trust respon-
sibi:lities to Indian ribes competing for the same water resource, Krulitz
said that with presen and future needs of IIldian tribes expected to be
largE~ although unquan ified in most instancel;, competing claims of neighbor-
ing :rndian reservatio s which might exceed the capacity of the river can be
anti(:.ipated.

Among the variou alternattives in such (:ases he said that the Department's
tentative posture is preference for the trj.bes to intervene with their own
counsiel. "Only in this way," he said, "can 1:hey be fully satisfied that their
individual positions are asserted as forcefully as possible."
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