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PRESIDENT CART$R VISITS BIA OFFICES ~ E:XPRESSES CONCERN
ABOUT INDIAN AFFAIRS

President JiIIUTIY Carter showe~ a special int:erest in Indian affairs when

he visit:ed the Departmentt; of the ~nterior Friday, February 18

ThE! President, schequled to speak to Interj.or employees in the Department's

auditorj.um, came early, -bent dire9tlY to the fo\:lrth floor wing housing the

Commissj.oner of Indian Affairs' o~fices, shook hands and exchanged greetings

wi~ Bil. staffers in the hall and ~hen visited wj.th Acting Commissioner

Raymond V. Butler for a few minut~s.

Ca!:ter talked with ~tler, aqd Secretary of' the Interior Cecil Andrus,
who was with the Preside t, about Ithe impact of the drought in the west on
Indian !:eservations and e econotr\Y of the tribE!s.

ThE~ President then asked Butler about the present government structures

for dealing w~t~ ~ndian 1atters. Butler explair:led the BIA's du~l role in the

trust rE!sponsJ.bJ.lJ.ty for land and natural resources and the delJ.very of

serviceEi to the tribes.

The! President then ~sked But ~er about complaints from Indians about how
they are! being treated. "Are the e complaints l.egitimate," he asked. "11m
concerne!d about decision~ that ar ! made which affect the lives of these people."

But:ler replied that loften th~ complaints we,re valid. He added that many'"
times they were the resu~t of a vacillating policy toward Indians. Butler
said thaL t to improve conditions a 'POnsistent FedE!ral policy was needed.

In later remarks in the audit.orium, Carter said that he wanted to sub-
stantia].ly improve the s~atus of Indianeand the concern of our country forthem. 

He said that he tl)ought the person resporlsible for Indian affairs in
our goVE!rnment should have the ra~k and dignity of an Assistant Secretary of
Interior. He said he would attemp~ to bring thiE; about.
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SuJ:)sequently, in answer to a lquestion, he ~;aid that he felt strongly
that thE~re should be more Indians in top positions in the federal government
and, especially, in progt'ams affec:ting Indians. He said that he had made a
campaign promise that in his government those rE~sponsible for Indian affairs
would ejL ther be Indian ot be reconmlended as kno~yledgeable and competent by
Indians ..

ThE~ President said that he was not familia]:" with a bill 8.666, to al:low
non-Ind:Lan employees of BIA and IRS to retire ecirly, but he would read it
and wou:ld be willing to support it if it were not punitive towards non-Indian
now emp:loyed in those agencies. !
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