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D~T REPORT~) ON LAND CLAIMS LITIGATION
PROVD)ED TO MAmE TRIBES

Th,e Department of the Inter:lor today gave copies of final draft

litigation reports on the land c:Laims of the Passamaquoddy and Penobsco1:

Indian tribes in the St~te of Ma:lne to th~ Attorney General of that Sta1:e

T11e draft report was delivered earlier inand att:orneys for the ttibes.

the weE~k to the Justicel Department.

Irlterior Solicitorl H. Grego;ry Austin said that these draft reports

do not represent the fitlal decis:ion of the Dep,artment of Interior regarding

He ~aid that because of the important nature of thethe trj.bal claims.

controversy, his succes~or in the Carter admiI1.istration should have the

opportunity to review t~e research which has been done and make his own

decision.

Austin said he agr~es with the views stat:ed in a Justice Departmen~

memorandum filed today lin Maine Federal court that the serious consequeltlces

of the Indian claims tal the non-Indian citizens of Maine may be alleviated

Inonly b~,. means of legis~ation enacted by the United States Congress.

the mecmtime, the Inte~ior and Justice Departtllents must act as trustees

for th4~ tribes in acco~dance with the order OjE a federal appeals court.
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