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INTERIOR W~N I TASK J U~rlCE TO }{EP1{l-:t>El~r

SlI11-.JE-:ECOCK ~NUIANS1Uj~EW YOJU( LANDCLAIE-1

Interior Solicitor L~ M. Krulitz anoounced today he will not ask

the Justice Departnlent to Igo to court on behalf of the Sllinnecock

Indians who are seeking r~storation of 3,150 acres in the Town of

Southampton, New York, 'o1h~ch they claim is tllcir aboriginal territory

nvst in violation of fede~al law,

The ShinnecocKs aske the Interior DepartDJent to help thc!a
recover the land, occupie by them since the early 11th Century and
secured to them for a per od of 1000 years in'a 1703 least' frati! the
Town of Southantpton. In ~5'J the New York le(:,1s1ature authorized the
Town to negotiate with th Shinnecocks for the relinquishr,.ent of the
land. The Shinnecocks ga e up the land in return for a STitalI
reservation.

.The Shinnecockl:J argu ~ that since the 1edCI-rtl goverol:lcnt Wilb

neither involved in nor c nsented .to the transactions in which toe

land was lost, the transa tions are void under tIle Non-Intercourse ~\ct
of 1790.

In a letter to the 1-. tive Aulerican Rights fund, Wllich is
representing the ~hinneco kst Krulitz explained that there has been no
formal determination by tl e federal goverllruent th;Jt the Shinnecocks
constitute an Indian tr1b Until there ist he ~aidt the Irlterior
vepartment cannot acknowl dge a trust relationship with thel~ ullder the
l~on-Intercourse Act. In ddition, Krulitz saidt there rel,lains a
s~rious question as to wh ther the :;hlnnecock~ Ilad all illtl.'rest in laTld

protected by the Non-inte course Act.

The Solicitor said tlat rvthing in his decision prevents the
Shinnecocks trOD! pursuiltg a suit on their own, or from continuiJIg to
pursue acknowleagelJ,ent as an Indian tribe with tIle Bureau of lndianAffairs.
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