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Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. Andrus released the attached

statement and fact sheet today concerning the Pacific Northwest salmon

fisheries, at a joint news conference held in Seattle with Senator

Warren G. Magnuson of Washington.
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR CEC IL D. ANDRUS ON WASHINGTON
STATE SALMON FISHERY, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, AUGUST 16, 1979

I am here today not only as the ,Secretary of the Interior Deparbnent, but also

as the representative of President Carter to announce a major conunitment of the

TheCarter Administration to the fiShing industry of the State of Washington.

Administration will forward to the Congress shortly legislation to authorize

The need forand dislocations being suffered by the fishing community here.

(1) There has been a significant andeconomic assistance arises because:

sUbstantial decline in the runs of some anadromous species; (2) there has been

Many of your citizensto the food supply, economy and health of the Nation.

You should also knowhad and continues to have wi~ its anadromous fish rtmS.

and irrigation darns on the Snake River Drainage.
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I mention these efforts to show the comrni tment of this Administration to the

total problem of reduced Pacific salmon populations We are detennined that

this resource will again be a viable and healthy entity

The Carter Administration's goal is to make possible a plan that will provide

a lasting solution to the pToblen~ of management and enhancement and will

provide more immediate relief from economic and emotional burdens of the

fishermen of the State of Washington. Accordingly, we are commd tted to provide

$50 million of federal funds for a salmon and steelhead enhancement program.

This is proposed as a matching program with the state which in total would

provide $100 million before the program is complete.

We are prepared to participate in a coordinated process for selecting

enhancement projects--a process that shares these decisions with fishery

experts not only from the Federal agencies but also from the state and the

tribes. When the enhancement list has been refined and final selections made

the end result will be a sUbstantial increase in harvestable fish. Of the

50 million dollar federal contribution, $31 million is projected over the

next ten years for capital expenditures and the remaining $19 nri.11ion over

the next five years is for the operation and maintenance of enhancement proj ects

and related activities

A1 though this enhancement program is important, we must not lose sight

--in any plan to increase adult fish stocks through artificial methods

Our conunitment and that--of the valuable natural spawning areas and runs.

(more)
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of your state, is enhancement through construction of various fish rearing and other

facili ties, and management of natural runs to achieve full potential of

available spawning and rearing areas. A satisfactory resolution of the

question of whether hatchery fish are sUbj ect to the Treaty right must also

be worked out

For many years there has been an increase in the total number of commercial

fishing penni ts issued, not only in Washington but in nearly every state

bounded by an ocean. A second component of this Administration's conmitment

to the enhancement of salmon and steeThead, and the opportunity to take them

is the fishing Fleet Adj ustment Program. This Administration will request the

Congress to appropriate $25 million over the next ten years to purchase, or

"buy back", non-treaty connnercial fishing vessels and equipment ~ This is also

proposed as a matching program with the state which. in total would provide

$50 million before the program is complete. Fleet adj ustment is a matteT

of Washington's commercial fishing licensing. Other changes in the licensing

program may be useful as well, and need to be worked out with the State.

Treaty Indian Tribes will have access to a loan and loan guarantee program

available to allow them to upgrade their ability to harvest the Indian share

The Administration will recommend an authorization of $15 millionof fish.

for a loan and loan guarantee program for Treaty Tribes

These programs will serve to bring the Indian and non-Indian commercial salmon

fleets into an appropriate balance consistent with the allocation of the

fishery resource approved by the U. S. Supreme Court. But most importantly;

~.,
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salmon as a viable t~conomic occupation.

The Administration is proud to ~dertake this $90 million ~:onnni tment for

the continuation of our vital fisheries as an important renewable natural

resource as well as to preserve the unique life style of the northwest's

fisheI1Jlen.



A]]vlINIS'I'RATION PROPOSAL

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE -WASHINGTON STATE SAIMON FISHERY

F Acr SHEET

Objective:

To provide enhancement of Salmon nms and adj ustments
to the Indian and non- Indian fishing fleets in order to
restructure and stablize the Salmon fishing indUstry
consistent with the Supreme Court's determination of
Indian fishing rights, and so. that fishing remains a
viable economic occupation.

The Administration is prepared to co~ t $90 million
over ten years as a part of a State- Federal matching
program to achieve this obj ecti ve.

FJ1hancement Program

Specifically, this enhancement program will produce an increase
in the Pacific salmon populations. Wi th proper harvest management
it will provide increased availability to both the ocean and
in-shore Commerical and sport fishery of salmon and steelhead.

Administration will reconmlend an authorization for appropriation
of the following funds to be matChed equally by the State:

$ Millio~

$ 31.0
Capital Expenditures--
hatcheries and other proj ects

Related Operation and
maintenance ftmds (five years) 19.0

U.9-:..Q.TarAL FEDERAL ENHANCFMErI(f FUNDING

A significant amount of data has been accumulated with regard to
enhancement proposals. However, identification of final proj ects
will require close attention to existing biological and other data,
and Tribal input as selection procedures are worked out with State
agencies. Priority selection will insure that funded projects are
enhancement of existing, --and not replacement for--natural runs to
the maximum extent practical.

A satisfactory resolution of the question of whether hatchery fish
are subject to the Treaty Right is also needed.

(more)
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Fleet Adjustment PTogTam

The specific obj ecti ve of this program is to bring the Indian
and non-Indian fleets into appropriate balance consistent with
the Supreme Court Decision so that fishing remains a viable
economic occupation and so that fishing can occur without
adjustment in fishing tires.

'The Administration will recommend an authorization
for appropriations of $25 million, to be matched equally
by the State, to buy back non-Treaty fishing vessels over
ten years.

An authorization also will be recommended for a $15 million
loan and loan guarantee program to assist Treaty tribes
in up- grading vessels and gear.

For this fleet adjustment program to be effective, some
changes in the State's program of lj.censing vessels may
be needed. SuCh Changes still need to be \iorked out with
the State.

Summary- Federal Commitment

~ Millions

$ 50.0FJ1hancement Progyam

Buy- Back Program 25.0

15.0Treaty Tribes Loan Program

..t~~TOTAL
.


