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OFFICE OF THE SECHETARY

For Release January 7, 1971

REIFEL T0 SERVE FATIONAL
: PARIC SEHVICE AS TNDIAN ADVISER

Acting Secretsry of the Interior Fred J. Russell today snnounced that

former South Dekota Congressman Ben Reifel, an Anerlcan Indian, will serve

without compensation &s an assistant for Indisn Affaivs %o the Director of
: £

the Nationel Park Sexvice.

Representative Reifel voluntarily retired at the close of the 9lst Congress
after serving five congsecutive terms.

Pefore his election to repregsent South Dakotafs First District, Reifel
wes for 22 yvears sn adwinistrstor in the Department of the Interior's Buresu
of Indlan Affairs. Whille there he served both as an sgency superivtendent and
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s on Area Director and earned the Department'e highest employee recognition,
its Distinguished Service Award.

Born of a Siocux mother and a Geruan-Amerlcan fsther at Parmelee, S. Dak.,
in 1906, Reifel received a bachelor of zeience degree st South Dekobts State
College in 1932. He atteined a waster's degree in 1950 sud a dochorate in
mublic sdministration in 1052, both from Hsrvard University. He was nawed
hOu:t;S'tanding American Indien' in 1956 and begen his Congressional career with
the elections of 1960,

George B. Hartzog, Jr., divector of the Netional Park Service, sald this
in welcoming the Reifel sppointwment:

"Ben Reifel brings to us & wealth of experience and knowledge which wil
materially enhence our efforts to support end sssist the Indian Tribes, wmsny
of whom are close neighbors of the national parks, in preserving snd
interpreting their natural and cultursl heritege and enhancing the vast
out.door recrestional opportunities avelilable on their lands.

"With Mr. Relfel's commitment, imaginstion, snd enthusiasm, T em confident
that this most worthwhile progrem will achieve a new and sherpened dimension
of public service."





