
OFFICE OF THl<; SECRETARY

Admini.stratlon of all the farflvng flydroclcctric power and water rescYurce

activities in the Department of the Inter:tc)r herea.fter ,,'ill be centered under

James R. Smith with the new title of Assistant Sec:reta:i~y for Hate17 and Power

Resources, Acting Secretary of the Interior Fred J •. Russell announced today.
i

J"

Russell said the change will assure more effective management~ since all

seven agencies nmV' reporting to Smith II are deeply concerned with optimum use

and conservatJ.on of one of ou.'x: most vital basic resourccs==vmter.

IIVJE~ nO\" can move ahead mor(~ ·Y.'apidly in comprehensive planning, river
basin. nw:nag(;)lne.nt, and estabU.sh:Lng reBearch priorities,1I Secretary RUf.JSell
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the Commit.tee on Water Resources Research of the Federal Council on Science
<:l.nd Technology, an.d the vari.ous Ktver Basi.n Commissions and ot.he:c l~egional

i·rater rcsou:t'ces inst:U:utiol1s wiL~ be strengthened.. Further, our relations with
State and local water resources authorities and universities ,vil1 be en·hanced. 1I

The agencies reporting to Assistant Sec1.~etary Smith are:

'I'he }>ureau of Reclamation, vih::tch. provides water for 10 million acres of
lanel i~th'~-~;~~t~:--;;;7;:I~IpaT>~;~~dindustrial '''later for a population of 15
m:Lllion, mId which generates !'t3 b:tllion kilo'Vwtts of hydroelectric po\,rer annually;

11:..~Bomlevi"U-}LR"'2.we.l~~T1}J-.llis,"t~J~!i£'J:2~chief power marketing agency in the
Pacifi.c Northwest;

Th!::"_.~,?:~~:~S~.§,J.:~£~?~]LAd1'!l~niJ::...~!&h2Tlc~a major p!l);\,ver marketing agency head­
quartered at Elberton, Ga.;

1:'h~,_§.£L~!~:hVlest;.2J:'ll.-l:.~:~~]'Ad~in:!::§~!j.5'.1l~ Tulsa, Okla. ~ another key power
distd.buto:c ;

The Alaska POW(-o:C Adm:i.nistrati.on~ Juneau, lnte:d.or l s hydroelectric power
dis t rib'llto-r'~for~that"-;S-:-t-aT:e;'"~-~-"-'--~"-



The QfIiS',~-2f.~~~lJll£..jI~i:!;'.~:., which tnanages a mult1.··mil1ion··d.ollar long,·
ra:n.ge research an.d demol1st::rati.on program £o:!:.' C01T,terti.ng seawater and brackish
-vmter to fr~\sh; a.nd

'rhe Office of '·Ja'1.:er R('f:lO'ln~cesRe.BE;[!rch, which invests m:Ulions of dollars
annually in-s~i";:~~t:rfT(~st~(iI~'s~~b:i'";o'Ti"~'g(~'8"-amlothers 0

Under Smith's direction, the Department!s power agencies participate in
the generad.on and marketing o:E energy f'r'oml plants w:l..th a combined capability
of 18 m:Llliol1 kilowatts. They manage ncarly 30,000 miles of transmission
Hues 8.nd realL:e a g:coss i.ncome of $300 million annually.

Smith, a native of Sioux: FaIlE!, 8.:0., was named an Assistant: Sec.x·etary in
Interior in March 1969 foUowing 2.5 ye.ars of act:l..vity in water and land resource
development ~ much of it :tu the 1'1issouri B!'wino
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