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Administration of all the farflung hydroelectric power and water resource
activities in the Depariment of the Interior hereafter will be centered under
James R. Smith with the new title of Assistant Secretaiy for Water and Power

Resources, Acting Secretary of the Interior Fred J. Russell announced today,
4
s

Russell said the change will assure more effective managewent, since all
seven agencies now lépGrLlﬂ” to Smith “are deeply concerned with optimum use

and comservation of one of ocur most vital basic resourcege«water.

"We now can move

1
‘.“

.sh g Secretary Russell

a Laada} h*p roie on the Water Resources Council,

the Commiitee on Water Rebuurces Research of the Federal Council on Science

and Technology, and the various River Basin Commissions snd other regiomal
water resources institutions wild be strengthened. }uan ar, our relations with'
State and local water resources authorities and universities will be enhanced."

The agencies reporting to Assistant Secretary Swith are:
The Puveau of Reclamation, which provides water for 10 miliion acres of
4

land in the west, municipal and industrial water for a population of 15
million, and which generates 43 billion kilowaits of hydroelectric power aunually;

The RPomeville Power Adminisivation, chief power marketing agency in the
Pacific Northwest;

The Southeastevn Power Administration. a major power marketing agency head-
quartered at Elberton, Ga.;

The Southwestern Power Administration, Tulsa, Okla., another key power
distributor;

The Alaska Power Administration, Juneau, Interiorts hydr oe]ec*ric power
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distribuitor for that State;




The Office of Salime Water, which manages & multi-million-dollar lopnge
range research and demons! azi on program for converting seawater and brackish
water to fresh; and

The Office af Water N eces Regearch, which invests willions of dollarvs
annually in selentific studles by colleges and others

Under Smith's divection, the Depaviment's power agencies particilpate in
the generation and marketing of energy from plants with a c&mbined capability
of 18 million kilowatts. They manage nearly 30,000 miles transmission
lines end realize a gross income of $300 mllw*OQ anﬁudllye

Smith, a native of Sioux ¥alls, 8. Gas was named aun Assistant Secretary in
Interior in March 1969 following 25 years of activi ty in water and land resource
development, much of it in the Missour % Basinc
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