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0I'f PASSACE BY 'Il:lX SENATE OF T.H.ll ALASKA NATIVI! LAHD CLAIMS BILl,

.JULY IS, 1970

For Alaskans---and or b<:!l millions of AmeTle~s thrOQghout he 50 states
wIlo have been fT\I.8tr& ed OVer the years in trying to do something positive,
Pro~e881ve and fair for ~r1~a's firat eitizens, this sham d ~ consldere4 a
greAt victory.

The rapid ~etion 0 the S nate in approving the Al~Rka Nativ Land Claims
bill is, of COUTS gratifying. The ~embers of th Committ~e. tbe Interior
Depart1ltol'Qt at i .. b:ighest exeeut:l.vc levels, the state ad.inistration of Alaska
Rd countless d,edlclSeed iadividuals throughout tbe country b e worked not for
months, bill: yean. to pUl: together II legislative P&ckall' that loiQuld do the job
sud be a positive answer to tll needs of these citizens.

I _ ext..-e.ely proud that this rapid action was bas d not on political or
persona c::onsid4!.rations, but 00 solid UstiJllony ..bieb sbawe.d conclusively th t
theBe Americans have a senuin and just claim.

'Ibis dovet4:1.ls ~xactly vith l'rcstdent ~ ixon's recent message in toihicb he
elCpl"essed the Administ'rllt ion , il d tnnination to adv!l'flce the. C3Us~ of Allieriu'8
Indian. Eskimo and Aleut citizens.

Further. this i,s not -eX'e y a victory for the citizens, ot olle state.

The AdlDinile....ation is proud that it 1s Ii V ctory fOT all Americans wbo ~re

IIIDre. bteNsted in a 'falr sha~' tllattbe ~ltPed.i ncie.. of politics 0\0 -eX's
rlIetoric.

I &III confid.....t tllat h bOUse will consideX' tb nd "i/,lual featur s of the
bill BDdDOve it alonS tovard passage with equal fairness Bnd speed.

l[ l[ l[


