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Secretary of the Interlor Walter J. Hickel leaves Washington today for an
“an the scene™ esviromeental inspection tour of three ‘ﬂnl:.iml Park System areas
in Wyoming and Mootana sod a weeting with tribai chiefs of the Crow Indian
Begervation.

His trip will inclede official wisits to Grand Teton and Yellowstone Hatiomal
Parks Wednesday, July 1, through Saturday, July &, followed by a meeting with
the Crow Indisn lesders--with whom he will smoke am "onvironmental peace pipe,"
at a ceremony in the Bighovn Csmyon Nariomal Recreation Area.

The Secretary anmounced plans for a series of enyirommental inspection tours
gaturday, June 27, in a speech dedicating the pew Rachel Carson Katiomal Wildlife

Befuge on the Haine coast.

"I intend to take s hard look at the progress that is being made," he said,
"] will do this through a series of envirommental inspections around the Hatiom....

"l will investigate such environmentsl and pollution problems as over-crowling
ces«The 'pollution of the spirit' that cam destroy even dur great National Parks,
{f we allow them to become just 'parking lots in the woods.®

"Through these on-scene inspections, we can gain the knowledge we need to make
the decisions w= “““d_ ' Secretary Hickel said.

flis trip will put him in two of the most heavily visited parks in the Hation
at a peak time for vigitors--the July & weekend.

On Sunday the Secretary will inspect the Yellowtail Reservoir, a project of
Intarior's Burean of Beclamstion, and see the Bighorn Canyon Wational Becreation
Area, which surrounds it, The scenic canyon area is maintaimed by the NWational
Park Service for the visiting public.



The Crow Reservation borders a large part of the area, and the Secretary
will inspect tribally cperated recreation developments on the reservoir shores.

The symbolic peace pipe ceremony will symbolize his commitment to the
Indian concept of a national 1ife in peace and Larmony with nature, Secretary
Hickel then will be adopted into the Crow Tribe.
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The Crow Reservationm has am Indian populatiom of almost 4,000, Im addition,
to its recreational enterprises, the tribe has Helped establish a carpet factory.
There is traditional farm and ranch employment @nd there are Crow Indians
working also at an alfalfa pellet mill and at arks and erafte production.

Secretary Hickel will return to Washington, D. C. via Denver Monday, July 6.



