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PAR MEN ot the IN ERIO

Fbi 11: 1dn c1h 1ll!).hery (2,30 P.M. EDT Janu~ry 26)

REMARKS BY SECRBTAR.Y OF THll IlI'l'ERIOR ALTER J. R!Cl(EL

Il!FORE ltATIONAL WUNCIL Oll ~ oProRTUNITY,

•
I

ROOSEVELT ROOM, TIllil WH1TE mOSE, llASHING'l'ON. D. C. Joll.Uuy 26, 1970

tis. ple-asure to participate with you today for I truly believe that
this I aston is "he forerunner of A truly unifi~. ~ordinated effort in
provit:lLUi! the, services th41t theericaD !odi n DOt only ",lInts -- but i8 1'1
t it led to have.

garly in y jOb as Secretllry of the Interior, I prOlDi~ to consult with
our firat c thens to di.Bcover DOt only what waa wanted, but how we (lhould 80
about filling those ",apts,

I believe th.at this i.e Bome~1na Interi.or, N.C. 1.0, liM ,,11 Indiao-rel(l1ted
agencies must do.

At Albw:lucrqu.c, at the National eo,,"gl''''ss of Jlmer1uD Iodll1lU1,
..ny India,," lcad rs and dele~tCil,

1!Iet with

. e 0 cO.no1ateJlt theme of all 0111:' t lks waa tll.t the Americ8n IMlAn wall.b
the B,I.A, to be ",ore rallponsive and IIlOre effective.

To r apond to h"'t dllllir , 1 bllve sign cI an eQcuti"a realignment which ..ill
greatly facilitate the flaw of info~tion ffQ~ local are(llS 0 WashLogton,

This rellliglllllent ",U a'lso give lIew ntr ngth :InA tmp"'tull to t,be tmport.8Dt:
edu~.tional poltet s and practice3 90 bllaic to social lind economic develOpBP.~t,

But inOre ws~ said at Albuquerque -- DOt ooly do the people 1 hllVe ,..,t vith
wane s change in the H.I.A., tbey also went to participate ~ that cha

So far, Ole h v Da ed ind:1vtd~ls in acti03 ~.•p.citi..s only, (lind 1 h 'V DO
~itmenell to £1..11 any oj; the pod ions.

000 hsve bellO filled, aTld ow I lieed, to know ~o the IMilln ccanuntty
wsnts in these Jobs in the .1.A.



 

( tile relnl t 0 fInd ian detnJlll.QI foE' "hange iii I. t hin the B. I.A. have been met
IIHh eliange. Nl;>II the hnarlcall. Indian must IIdp me lI!l!et ou[" other need, and
IQpply with namBl.

111.11, wIll always b !tow we wHl work together. for we in Interior ara
seeking to .ake Indian invol~ement paramount as II matter of polley snd
praetic~ -- not ~re~y as 4 tter of rhetoric,

'lou will lIee thb emphasis Tigbt down to the local lev l •••. ",hether
for education, control of local IIchool boards •..• greater relevance of curl'ieulum

for ffec'tive method!,! o£ tellching. . •

• Or for econ~ie !!;rOllth, which mu,st be. pla,nned on • rilSOTvi1Itioll.-by
t: '&1'"ation bas ia t,o br iog DeW j obi and own,er Itltp to the reservat'io,n ••••

• • • or for incraasing control of many actlvi 1 s -- such as utilities
and road", operation lind maintenance -~ which hi8toI'ically "ere carried Ollt by
the B.t.A.

'nih IDeal il:lllut snd control ia bulc to the Indian rlg:ht -- tl'l AIllerican.
birthrtllht -- to determill, one I II own lifestyle.

Ttl I. II 111 l)Otin"onslll tent with the ~ <:tal re lat (opllh il" the 1M1.•0 I'eop le
have, •• and mu,.t continue to have -- wlth the. FedcT'al GCJveTlment. and especially
with the Depart.ent of tbe Interior.

In that regard, m!U\lerP:r;est.dent llh.ol1 nor I bdleve io • polley of
terllli.1lat ion.

:Silt I em equd1y stI'O!:!J!j 1n tile belief that each and everY 1ImedeollJ:l I r!,diAIl,
want. £81' ~re than 1Q8t ~t r lattonlhlp.

Inc'rC3 sed 10c41 IRd lan control, aDd s. !,tl'ons;l!r I 1IIOTC I!f fee t1VI! YO i.e" wi tn 111
the Bureau 1.s the best way -- for thiS country to move llhelld. with -- ..rnl for
--iU Indian p ople.

Together, the Indian lUelJ!,be,l's and the departme.nta o,f 8°vernment repl:'~aented

on this eoullciLC3n do much to atil the American Ind1.Bn-- .!l~ cithens oli tilts
country -- to move a.head.
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