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To his Excellency I. I. Stevens :
Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs W. T.

Dear Sir,

In accordance with your instructions I have the honor of submitting the following
views relative to the extinguishment of the Indian Titles to Lands in the Southern District
of this Territory. '

The Chenooks gather their subsistence almost entirely from the water and
therefore I think will require no reserves other than their fisheries. The broad beach at
Chinook point is the home of the greater part of the tribe. They are scattered above and
below on the river. And at Shoalwater Bay in district alike valueless to the Settlers. But
one man in the entire tribe cultivates the land. They have a great aver [strikethrough by
WT} repugnance to labor of this kind and I am of the opinion that any attempt to create
agricultural habitats among them would prove a failure. There is now no good land lying
upon the bank of the river of the Bay that is unoccupied by the settler. Therefore if any -
reserve should be made with a view to agriculture it must [of] necessity be disconnected
from the fisheries and inconvenient to the water — which with them is an important
consideration, for it is their great highway.

I think if they allowed certain portions of the beach and be permitted to fish in
common with the whites — it would be more satisfactory to the Indians and the Settlers,
[than] it would to confine them to lands remote from the Shore. Beside this tribe is now
small and intemperance and disease has long since sown their seed among them — and
they are now wasting away like ice in the noonday sun. ’

I would sugest that not one dollar be paid ih money to the Indians of this district
but payment should be made in flour, rice, sugar, molasses, clothing, blankets, +c. the
necesarries and .

[Page 2]



and some of the comforts of life should take the place of coin. for that they cannot
properly expend but will all be transferred to the pocketts of the rum sellers — and I would
further sugest that all blanketts, clothing and other articles that will admit of it, should be
bear the indedable mark of the Agency from which it was issued. This would make them
less desireable as articles of merchandize, and would render the enforcement of the U. S.
Law against this species of trade less difficult.

It is a great misfortune that a treaty was made with their people some years, ago -
and not being ratified by Congress the payments were not made as were promised. this
has given rise to a feeling of distrust. Agents of the Government are not received with
respect or listened to with attention. I think measures should be adopted to bring about a
more friendly feeling, and to restore that confidence they should always feel towards
those whose duty it is to guard their interests. Unless they can be satisfied that we are the
authorized Agents of the Government, and are acting in good faith towards them, the
making of treaties for the purchase of lands will be full of delays and of difficulties. I
would therefore sugest that presents be made them durring the winter, with a view of
healing the old wounds, and as an ernest of the sinserity of your intentions and of
producing a feeling of respect for the authorities and the government they [strikethrough
by WT] represented. To attempt to bring about this state of affairs by fair words would be
worse than useless. The only road to an Indian’s regards is by the way of his pockett.

I would ernestly recommend that this tribe be treated with very early in the spring,
before the commencement of the Salmon season. They will then be at home and will have
nothing else to atten [strikethrough by WT] do but attend to the treaty. at a later period it
will be extremely difficult to get them to leave their nets for negotiations. :
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Up the river, and at Cathlamette, about 40 indians occupy the sites of what was formerly
four large villages. These people can easily be disposed off. perhaps they would be
willing to join the main body of the Tribe, or any of their places could be used as small
reserves. as they are of no use to the settlers from whom they are separated [by] high
mountain Never reaching [onto] the river and the lands occupied by the Indians are
patches too small for extensive cultivation but are extremely valuable to them as fisheries.

The Cowlitz Indians are but few and could I think be [...?] to go with the Tai tin a
pams. that portion however that [have] been for a long time in the employ of the boat-
men upon the river would probable protest against leaving that business; but they are few
and in two or three years the burial ornaments will have faded over the resting places of
them all.

Those upon the Cathlapoodle (Tai tin a pams) will I think be willing to go to a
reserve in the Chalatchie prarie, retaining however a right to their fisheries, and to winter
their horses in the valley they now occupy. Here, I think those of the Cowlitz and about
Vancouver could be gathered. The land is unsurpassed by any in the Territory, and in
they very heart of the best berry district frequented by all of these tribes. To this prarie



they [have?] always been particularly attached, often declaring that though they sold all
else this they would retain. But one obstacle is in the way. the valley is fast filling with
settlers and unless the reserve is made before spring opens it will be too late. Should
your Excellency be favorably impressed with the idea of making a reserve at this place [I]
should think it would be well to Stake out the necessary amount of land by-the
[strikethrough by WT] as early as the middle of Feb next, even if the treaty should not be
made for 2 long time after. Should this land be lost I know not where a place canbe -
found that will answer their purposes, [and?] which they will be willing to make their
home. They are willing to cultivate the soil therefore I would recommend that agricultural
implements + harness form a part of their first payment.

[Page 4]

The Cascades and I think all above winter in Oregon therefore reserves will doubtless be
made for them in that Territory. They claim the land upon both sides of the Columbia but
the [south?] is only valued for the summer fisheries. the lands are too high for winter
quarters.

The few of the Chehalis tribe in the Southern District will [interlineation by W T:
doubtless?] be disposed off with the main body of that tribe who live [within] the limits
of the Puget Sound District.

Inasmuch as there is a great difference in the jargon between the tribes of this
district, I would recommend that [no government?] interpreter be employed, but one be
taken from the vicinity of the tribe being treated with. A good interpreter at Chinook
would not be reliable at the Cascades + [vice versa?].

I should consider Chinook the best place for gathering the tribe by that name —
and if it determined to make a [reserve?] at Shoal water bay, the vicinity of Lake Bussels
is a good place — but if it is thought best to leave them as they are, I think they would be
treated with the ballance of the tribe at Chinook. Those of the Cowlitz could be gathered
at the Landing with the greatest convenience. The Tai tin a pams at the mouth of the
Cathlapoodle those living near Vancouver (and the Cascades if treated in winter) could
be treated [strikethrough by WT] gathered at Columbia City. If treated in summer it
would be nessesary to meet the Cascades at Cascade City. Those above could be gathered
at White Salmon River.

The nessesary expenses of an Agent in this calling then would I think amount to
about 250 dolls.

Your most obedient servant
William H. Tappan

Sub Agent Southern Ind District
W.T. :

Olympia Dec 15% / 54



Transcription Information: -
Transcribed from a printed copy of a microfilm copy of the original handwritten
document, obtained from the Washington State Library. Originals in the National
Archives

- Original punctuation, spelling and capitalization have been retained as much as possible.
Text entered within brackets “[tobacco]” or “[convinced?]” represents transcriber’s =
estimate as to the content of illegible or partially legible text; such content may be
derived from partial legibility or context or both. Brackets containing an ellipse and
question mark “[...?}” indicate illegible words where no determination could be
established. Other transcriber notes concerning original handwritten interlineations and
strikeouts are also presented as italics within brackets.

Transcribed by N. Reynolds for the Cowlitz Indian Tribe, 17-April-2006
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