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1. Purposs

The purpose of this policy is o ensure that indian AMairs (A} acquisition perscnnel adhere to and comply
with appropriate Sale Source Jestiications.

i has been brought to e atteniion of ndien Affairs management that 2 high number Indian Aftairg
seniracls are baing Baued as Sole Sourse. 10 many cases, the Sole Scurce Jugtifications were not valid,
according to the Federal Avauisition Reg:dation (FAR}Y A high number of Scle Scurce Justifications
indicates diminished competition.

2. Scope

Tiiig polioy apphos 1o all ndian Affairs {1A) Acguisiton Personnsl, which nchudes the
Assistant Secretary — Indian Affzirs, Burean ot indian AHairs, and Bureay of Indian Education offices,

. Poiicy

FAR S G gy, 10 HL5.C. 2304, and 41 L5 .C 203 requirs, with certain limiled exceptions {see subparts
8.2 and 8.3), that cantracting officers shal prorsdte and provids Tor 46 and apen comgatition. in other
wards, fUll and cpen compsiion s ihs law, the rile and the grefered way of issuing Fedears! confracts.

FAR 8.2 addresses 8 and open competition alter the exclusion of scurces. For exampis, FAR 6283
Set-gaides fof smed usness, FAR 8 204 Section Bia) Competifion, FAR 8 203 Sel-asidas for HURZone
sl business concerns and FAR 8208 Set-asides for sanicedisabiad voieran-owrned smal businaess
COR TR

FAR 8.5301 Policy states: “Contracting withou? providing for full and open competition or fu$ and apen
competiton afier he exclusion of sources is a violation of statute, unless parmilted by one of the
exceptions in FAR & 302"
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Sobe Source Justifications shaukd e & rave avend. Hwas never intended to Become the nonmal way of
aswarding Federal Government condracts, Lack of competiion, couli inean that the Government i not
receing he best value for supplies and services. B couwld also open up the polential for condract
mialfessance.

[z Affairs coniraet specialists have rmany compeiling reasons 10 use fEl and cpen competition. sach
a5 the followsng:

A Full and open corepaliion aliows the forces of the open market to delasmine the besl e
This process snsures that ihe Governrment s receiving best value for suppiies and servigss and
sl the praces are fae and reasonaibe,

B Ful and open competilion provides opgortursibes for 5l businesses large and smai,

<. Full ang open competlion enhances qusiity supplies and senvices are delivered o the
Ghowermmuend,

[ Full and open competiton allows for & fair, ethical process that s ool unduiy nflusnced by
olibsice pressures,

Somelimes contract specialisis may be pressred by deadlnes, poiitical pregsure o have a preference
toveard & cerlain contracior, These are not reasons in hermseivas, for isuing soie saurce conirmets.
Moreover, lack of planning or exgining funds are not lusifications for sole souroe contracis,

Coniract specialists shail soniinize JOFOCS carsluliy it ordey o verily # they mest the FPAR s siric
terpretelion of exceplion fo wll and open competiicn. H i3 the responsibildy of indian Affars acquisition
personel o infors: asd advise the Frogram Offiss {Customerd that the FAR s very sinet fLies on sole
seUroe jastifications,

Furthermorg, FAIR 8.303-2 sHipulates the content of each sole source justification

Sole soures iustifications will be closely sorulinized In Indian Afairs to see if they are in 5trct compliznee
with thae FAR.

For sordracls over 5190,600, sole souwee jusiifications most be revienwed ard aporoved by Supsrvisory
Condracting Tifisers.

For Gondracts undss S180, 000 sole sowee jusiifications can De approved By he Contraciing Officer (wilk
the aopropriate warrant level).

For comtracts over 550,000 soie source jusiifications must he reviewed and approved by the Competiion
Acbyncaie,
4, Rotes and Responsibilities

Dirpctor. Office of Acouigition smnd Froperty Managament {GAFMI s responsible for Acouision and
Property Management for Indian Aftairs,

Conirae Seecintints are responsibie for reviewing and ensuring hat Scle Source Justificalions mast the
strict guidelines of the FAR,

inding Affais (IA) Acquisition Supervisory are responsibis o ensure that subjact policy 5 adhered o by
soouisition nersonel.

For aoy questions regarding the policies set fonth in this nationsd goliocy memorandum, plesse contact
Curtis Foust &t {703 380.63580
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5. Approvais

Debibie L. Clark Daie
Breputy Assisiand Seoretary - ndhan Affairs (Management)

Nate™ The Burezuy of Indizr Afairs {BiAM) = currently nder revision and will be corwerted o the Indian
AEairs Manuai (AMY
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